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't"Th6ughts of' this' Propofal 
differ fo widely from all I 
^ have heard or read concern- 
ing it, that notliing but the 
Importance of the Subjedl 
could have "prevailed upon me to publifti 
them; fori am fo far from thinking the 
Scheme would promote \ the^ Trade and 
Welfare^ of Great Britain/lth^t I believe it 
^y^ was 
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Mras not intended for any fuch good Pur- 
pofes. 

It is propofed by this Scheme, 
To prevent the Running of Goods, 
To difcharge the Trader from any Search, 
. To raife all the Public Suwlies by onr 

fingleTax. ' v 

And the Author hath fhewn, that all this 
might be done, and other Advantages pro- 
duced to the Nation, by piiM^ng^his Propqial^ . 
in Execution : But the MisfoVituiXi^is, that 
none of thefe defirable Things are to be 
come at,w^hqQt lepqaliqg qh^etkaws which 
have hitherto proteiSed our Trade and 
Manufactures, and made us a wealthy and 
powerful People : For the Gohditfon of the 
Propofal is fuch, that if the Lqgiflature wflfe 
not be pleafed to lay open our Trade to, all 
other Natbns^ we are not to reap any Ad- 
vantage froni the Labours of this Author. 

His Words are as follow: 

" And now give me Leave modeilly' to 
" hint what I wdqld have the Legiflature 

do 



i 
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** do towards the Furtherance of this 
*' Scheme/' Page 21, in the 4th Edition. 

" ■Next I would have them provide^ 
** that all A£ts of Parliament which ever 
" paired, and laid any Duty whatfoever 5 
" all Penal Laws either upon Goods im- 
^* ported, or Goods now under the Burden 
" of Excife, and confequently all For- 
*^ feitures to be levied by any of the (aid 
'* AiSs, (hould be repealed/' Page 22—— 
This is laying, in lefs intelligible Words, 
that he would have the Legiflature lay 
open our Trade for the Furtherance of his 
Scheme. 

* i am perfuaded that very few, if any, 
of thofe Perfons who have approved of this 
Scheme, are aware that it cannot be carried 
into Execution without laying open our 
Trade ; as all that the Author hath exprefly 
and yet not plainly &id on this Head, is 
contained ih the preceeding Extradt, and this 
he hath afterwards contmdidted: For in 
Page 3 1, he fays, ^^ I fee very clearly that 
*^ there muft be fome Regulations upon 
^^ fofne ccrts^in Species of Goods, which 
B z " may 
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^^' may be ipiported firotn Abroad^aQdwpi^ld 
" interfere with ohr own Manu&dlorcs.| 
'^ as well as upon others, where Regard muft 
" be had to Treaties." Nowtbefe twpExr 
tra£ts contradia each other wth regard to 
our Foreign Trade, and what is more extfa? 
prdinary, the laft Extradiscpptradid^ed^by 
a Paragraph impiediately preceedimg it, h\ 
whiph .the Author fays, "Jiis Scheme ^oijld 
^^ be a Means of niaking Great Britmn^ 
*^ what is called in the Mercftiptfile Stile, ^ 
" Free-Port, and that this is a.Circumftancc 
V very defirable by every WeU-wi(h$r tqi 
" this Country." Page 3 1^ . , , 

Such Contradidlion in the moft eflential 
Part of a .Scheme has not a ^ood Appear- 
ance, but the Author ikpms .to have taken, 
fains to prevent it from appearing, for 
there is j?ot qne of thefe jditcc Extrads (q 
phrafcd a^ to hf readily underftood by Per- 
fpns who a^e i^^ a?:qiM^%iS^ with the Sub- 
je6t J and iwhjjj opntribj^J^s to make them 
][e^s intelligible is, fha/: each isexprefled in 
^ diffej-(Bnt M^W^.i t^ tbey might as weU 
J^ay^ beep wrojf iij (hr^c different Lan- 

g^ag«?> fpf y^^mny P?pple of plain 

good 
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. 3Che tfirft Extract as, expreffed inLaw^ 
^ernis^ l^d fecjnsitorbapui^pofely dbjG:ure4 
^or Fqr^n Gppdsjajie'CalledGWj impmte^ 
.an4 P^ro^bition^ 09 iheoi ace go v^Kedupd«r 
jthe general Words Pwi?/ Laws^ but the 
£a»^i&^ is 4iitfQduce4 with theiEp^tfaet of 
'Burden ; and ^Forfeaures are brpjoght ili 
iwiiJiout eitba* :Rhiine or Jleafon ; f or thfe 
Penalties iof Law cannot arraiain after liie 
LaA^s' which autdiiQiised th^ Levying of 
jtfaem ;are repealled^ and Iq talk of jxpealing 
porfeitniBW befoEC ihey^re incurred, 5&Non*- 
fcnfe^ )bwbLythefeibvei:alTJiipgs,.no3iBmhr, 
jdieikithsr meant thad: People )ihouiId pa& 
jli^% (Over the^peal^f nhnfeLaws, /vssfaich 
pffihjbit the iEmportation or .^ay highlDiirties 
icrpot fiidbt Fofdgn'GoDck m mo\M mm mot 
pv»in Manirfa^dtroes, and fliould be face to 
fi^EDember ihat the Excife Laws wereamong 
thofe wtiieh he woiiWt have f epeaied. 

The iecond Extraca, which cx^ntradidte 

the ^ther Two, has ;5d fixed Meaning, for 

the Word Regulations mxy be explained va- 

. taoiM 
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nous Ways, and be made to mean asmucfi 
or as little as the Author would have it to 
mean ; but I will venture to fay^ that in 
this Cafe it means neither more nor lefs than 
Prohibitions and high Duties; and I am 
{>erfuaded, that neither he nor any Peribh 
ifor him will attempt to flxcw the Contrary. 

The third ExtriO: acquaints People* that 
thisSchemie would be a Means of making 
Kjreat Britain^ what is calkd in the Mer^ 
cantik Stile^ a Frec-Portj as if this Term 
jCou)d not be explained, or, in this Cafe did 
ptk mean; laying open our Trade, by taking 
ofFall Prohibitions and Duties on Foreign 
jGbods : Bnt the Words Free-Part convey 
a pleafing Idea of an uninterrupted Trad^ 
from whenoe many People figure to them* 
ielVes Riches and National Profperity, be- 
€aa& fome Writers upon Commerce have 
talked agreeably on the Freedom of it ; but 
ihe Truth of the Matter is, that an open 
Trade would be the Ruin oi Great Britain i 
and fuch Perfons as think otherwife, cannot 
have well confidered the Confequences of 
laying open the TAde of a Country, that 
•produces roorb of the Neceflaries and Con- 
<veniences of Life than are wanted (o main- 
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tain thie Iiihabitants of it» and is ^cc^QQUe 
QD all Sides by Sea. . 

If the Author had wrote as obfcurcly and'^ 
a3 eontradidorily in general as he hath done 
lA the foregoing Inftances, I (hould havt 
attiibuted the Whole to his not being tho- • 
rdughly acquainted with the Subjeft, orthc' 
Want of a dear Underftanding 5 butthefe^ 
are Things which cannot juftly be faid of' 
hira,-^ for it is very cvklent that he is Maftef ' 
dfthe Subjed; and as to the Clearnels of* 
hti^ Underftandmg, that is manif^. enough' 
from the greateft Part of what he hath , 
i*^ote ; and the Obfcunty and Contradidion \ 
of which I have been^fpeaking are a furtJiert 
Rw>f^it, as they were both neceflary/(?r' 
Mffi iftiregard to our Foreign Trade :. For it^ 
he had hiade it clear that laying qpen^our^ 
Trade was not rcquifite, moft People would ^ 
havc^bcen apt to find out, that. railing, all' 
the PiibKc Supplies by a general Tax upon 
Honfes was abfolutely impraafekble ; qr if'^ 
it had pkmly appeared that laying, open' 
our Trade was eflential to the Ex'eciition of 
this Scheme^moft Meaof common- Undpr- 
ftaqding would have feen it was a ruinou$. 
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Ohe'6t other of theife Things niufl an^ 
avoidably have happened, if the Author had' 
eicptefled .himfelf clearly t and. oonMendy in 
regaid to our Foreign Trader of^vj^^ioh/^ he- 
feems tor have beearfenfiblej and he-h»tb; 
vprjr dextroufly extricated faimfeif out': of ^ 
the DiSiculty,. by- faying dn^ one- Plac^thafe^ 
our Trade fhould bclaidopen^^ and. an an^^ 
other Place that itihould not he lai4opeB).. 
but in fuch. Words ..a& . tojnake Peopjd eafy^r 
about our own Manufactures,. and.y^iof^Ei^ 
to keep.clear of a verbalCoiittadiAion : rBj-f 
which Mranst . even Eerfons ! whofe^Kinowr^ 
l^dg^. makes tl^m refpedi^ble,' and whofor 
Reg^rdv for thpirr C^uptryr is. indi^j^table^ 
have been brought to approve ofthis Sohmn^ 
as Hi^ly.as.thofe whorhave Iqfs Ogpartuv 
nity^ to -inform tliein&lves about ^4iio^ ojff 
tl|i6 Kindi ,andrl t^k^thia tQ te a;t9lerablcn 
,gpQd. Pfpof of^theJ4ltthor's.haviI^^dear^r 
Unde^ftaKdin^aridbei^^^ hoj 

wrQire uppn y but" I : ^all poiqt. out . i^fr 
ftrop^eV Proofs, of bpto before I bavepd^pe- 
with hiis Schenie, . .-.ri i.::. 

Thje Author khe^ l^at his Scheme Wai^ 
iAipraSrcal)le without laying open diir^Cadejr- 

alid' 
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and therefore he hath mentioned it among 
the Things which he would have the Le- 
giflature do towards the Furtherance of his 
Scheme 5 for the Repeal of thofe Laws 
which he hath wrapped up in the moft 
obfcure and general Terms, would lay open 
our Foreign Trade to all Intents and Pur- 
pofes* 

And here is another Proof that the Au- 
thor knew what he was about : For this 
laying open of our Trade is preceded by a 
folemn Paragraph about the National Debt, 
that People might lay the grcateft Strefs 
upon what he hath exprefled in the ftrongeft 
Manner 3 it is joined and confounded with 
the Excife, for the Word repealed is made 
common to them and to Forfeitures alfo, 
and the Word provide is ufed in the firft 
Line inftead oi repeal ; and it is followed by 
a Paragraph about the Adt of Navigation, 
which he calls the moji ghrious Bulwark of 
our Tirade ; but even this he would have 
new modelled, fo as not to be a Hardjhip on 
the SubjeSt 5 and when that Claufe is re- 
pealed which gives the greateft Force to 
the Law, he will then vouchfafe to look 
C upon 
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upon the AB as the hefi which ever puffed for 
the Benefit ofT^rade^ Pages 21, 22. 

Thefe are the Author's modejl Hints to 
the Legiflature, but he hath not adventured 
fo far without contriving Means to retreat 
under Cover of his. own Scheme; for he 
knew very well, that if ever it was laid 
open, he (hould have great Occafion^ for 
fomething to clear him from the odious 
Imputation of endeavouring to make the 
good People of Great Britain fee their In- 
tereft in their Ruin : And therefore he hath 
made ample Provifion for this Purpofe, by 
a feeming Modefty and Diffidence of his 
ovvn Judgment, by warm Profeffions of 
his Attachment to the Intereft oi. Great 
Britain^ by fomc gentle Touches about 
the Liberty' of the Subje6t; great Apprc- 
henfions about our Trade j much Huma- 
nity for Smugglers; and to crown the 
Whole, a great Shew of Religion ; fo that 
whatever the good People oi Great Britain 
ijiight think of the Propofal, they muft at 
lead have a good Opinion of the Propofer; 
for what other Motive^ but a fincere Defire 
io promote their Welfare^ could induce him 

to 
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to be at the Trouble of forming a Scheme to 
fecure and extend their Trade^ and to lejfen 
their Taxes f 

The Author fays, that ** a Projeft of fo 
** extenfive a Nature, and of fo much Con- 
" fequence to the Public, may probably 
" meet witli many Difficulties in the Exe- 
" cution, which he hath neither forefeen, 
** nor perhaps is capable of removing, '* 
Pages 6, 7; from whence any Man would 
naturally conclude, that this Scheme was 
too much for the Author to go through 
the Whole, and that what he hath done 
id it was no more than " laying a Founda^ 
" tim for abler Heads and Hands to raife 
** the SuperfiruSiurey and to grace it with 
"** what Ornaments they pleafe^ *' Page 7 : ^ 
But the Faft is, that he hath raifed the 
Superftrudure as well as laid the Founda- 
tion ; and if he had not turned the Houfe 
topfy-turvy, by making that the Foundation 
which fliould have been the Superftrudure 
(inverted the Argument), and difguifedit 
. ns)ith Ornaments^ People would have feeri 
that the Scheme is more than complete ; 
but it was neceffary for the Author they 
C 2 fhould 
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Ihould think otherwife, that they might be 
more difpofed to excufe what he hath faid, 
as Errors of Judgment, and not of the 
Will, in cafe his Scheme (hould happen to 
be farther inquired into than he would have 
it to be. 

That Preamble with which the Author 
introduces the Things he would have the 
Legiflature do towards the Furtherance of 
Jiis Scheme, has much the Air of Mo- 
defty ; and if he had really thought that 
the Repeal of all thofe Laws which are 
comprehended under the general Heads 
named by him, would promote our Trade 
and the Welfare of the Nation, a good In- 
tention might poffibly in fome Degree have 
excufed the Prefumption^ but inftead of* 
this, he hath addrefled himfelf to the Le- 
giflature for the Repeal of a great Number 
of Laws, he hath argued as if they were ' 
repealed, by deducing a Train of Advan- 
tages therefrom, and after doing all this, 
he at laft ^^ fees very clearly ^ that there tnujl 
" be fome Regulations upon fome certain Spe^ 
" cies of Goods ^ which may be imported from 
** Abroad^ and would iftterfere with our 

" own. 
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*^ own ManufaBures ; as well as upon other s^ 
*^ where Regard muji he had to T!reattes''-^ 
this is in EfFedt faying, he fees wry clearly 
that the Laws which he would have the £#^- 
gijlature repeal^ Jhould not be repealed *y and 
this is what the Author hath the Effrontery 
to call Modefty. 

The Author hath taken Care to be early 
in acquainting his Readers, that he is a 
Well-wi/her to the Good People of Great 
Britain^ for he tells them fo in his Title 
Page 5 but Trees are known by their Fruits, 
and his Wiflies towards the good People of 
Great Britain may be tolerably well guefled 
at by the following Extrad:, which will 
ferve for a Specimen of what is to come. 

" That fomething like a Scheme of this 
** Nature is expedient, or rather abfolutely 
^^ neceflary, I am more convinced than I 
*' care to exprefs; fori would not willingly 
" give a Handle to our Enemies to enter- 
" tain a mean Opinion of us," Page 30, 

Here Is an Infinuation equal in Force to 
the ftrongeft Demonftration, for he fays, be 

is 
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is more convinced than be earei t$ exprefs^ 
that fomething like a Scheme of this Nature^ 
is expedient^ or rather abfoktely necejfary ; 
and that People may imagine he conceals, 
out of Regard to this Nation, fomc Things 
which would prove the Truth of what he 
fays, he tells them, he would not willingly 
give a Handle to our Enemies to entertain a 
mean Opinion of us : Now the Meaning of 
this is, that People fliould from thence con- 
clude, that the Affairs of this Kingdom are 
come to fuch a Pafs, as to make his Scheme 
abfolutely neceffary to preferve our Trade ; 
^d yet, in the very next Page to that from 
whence the preceding Extr^ was taken, 
he overturns his whole Scheme by that art- 
ful Paragraph about Regulations upon fome 
certain Spipcies of Goods which may be im- 
pprted from Abroad, &c. 

If any Defence of this Scheme (hould 
appear, thofe Regulations upon certain Goods 
will be urged as an inconteftable Proof of the 
Author's good Intention in what he hath 
wrote 5 for thefe Regulatbns will be ex- 
plained into Prohibitions and high Duties on 
certain Foreign Goods, and it will probably 

be 
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be confefledy that he is now convinced his 
Scheme is a bad one : but he hath gone too 
far to retreat under the Cover of a good In- 
tention, or a Deficiency in Knowledge, ei* 
ther of Commerce in general, or of the 
Commerce and Public Revenues of Great 
Britain in particular; for the Man who can 
form a Scheme of Trade, diredUy contrary 
to the Pradlice of this and other trading Na- 
tions, and yet fo as to gain the Approba- 
tion of many thinking People, as this Au- 
thor hath done, muft underftand Trade 
and Men too. 

I (hould have paffed over what the Au- 
thor hath faid about Oaths, for though they 
are Things of a very folemn Nature, yet 
the Proof of his Scheme being good or 
bad depends upon many other Matters j but 
iincehe hath availed himfelf of the unhap- 
pily too frequent though unavoidable Ufe 
of Oaths at the Cuftom-Houfe and elfe-^ 
where, on Account of our Trade and pre- 
fent Taxes, I (hall take fome Notice of what 
he hath faid on this Head, as it will ihew 
how confcientious he is io regard to Oaths* 

In 
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In Pages 6, 26 and 28, Oaths arc ipokc of 
with a Scrioufnefs becoming a good Man, 
and in Page 30, the Difiife of them on ac- 
count of Trade> is mentioned as one of the 
Advantages which would refult from a gene- 
ral Tax upon Houfes, all which is very well; 
but the fame Man who hath faid thefe 
Things hath alfo faid, that he would have, 
the Head of each Family in which no Tea 
is drank, every Year fwear to the Truth of 
it in the following Words: , 

" That neither he nor any of his 
" Houftiold, have, for the whole Year paft, 
** to thebeft of his Knowledge, drank Tea, 
" diredtly or indiredly, within hisHoufe," 
Page 10. 

And this the Author would have done to* 
exempt Families in which Tea is not drank,. 
from a Family-Tax on that trifling Article 
of Luxury, propofed by him ; fo that if 
this Tea- Scheme was to take place, it is 
probable that not lefs than ten Times as 
many Oaths as are now taken for the Ex- 
ports and Imports of the whole Kingdom, 
would be to be taken for Tea alone : The 

Meaning 

/ 
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Meaningtcf all which is, that in die great 
fidieme fear a fin^ Tax, the Difufe of Oaths 
is td bean Argument of much Weight, but 
in the little Scheme about T^a, the Authw 
hathiio Scrt^ki of Coiifcience about profti- 
tuting Oaths by. a tenfold Multiplication of 
them, for Trifles; and this is the Man 
vboibaib bisFffg^^^ Perjtiry Jhould become 
gmerd^ Page:al^*pertainly he rhuft have 
^pgOt ty put oh hts CIdak .when he wrote 
falsi Tea Scheme; .' 

' ' Thefirdta longi Comments upon fhort 
Twflft, bui the Author was got fo far into 
.ikkt P^vktHar it required iomt Time to 
4l»iifgLl]ii!nififd the Light, and to diveAhim 
^f Iho' viarioufe Mafks and Di^uifes by the 
tie^of whkh'hQhitth accommodated him- 
iaftoallSorts^of Readers, and artfully drawn 
W«# iHieamng Men to give up the Wifdom 
of -Kin^oms and the Experience of Ages, 
for a deflrutftrve Scheme projeaed,by No- 
body kripws Who. 

, This Authpi^- knew very well, that the 
fureft Way to deceive People was to make 
them think him incapable of praftifing De- 

D ceit; 
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ceit ; and therefore he bath clba^ied himielf 
in Religion, girt him with Htinianit^, put 
on the Mafk of Modefty, taken the Staff 
of Liberty m liis Hand, and addrefied the 
good People of Great Britain with a 
fmooth profeffing Tongue. 

! ' ' ' • . 
By thefe Means he hath gained the Con^ 
fidence of People, and prevented thehi from 
making fo mach Uie of their own Jtn%*- 
ments as they would have done if they 
had not thought him incapable of Deceit ; 
and I mufl ovrn, that I thought hini a gbod 
Man and a hearty Wellrwiiber toGttat 
Britain when I firft read Ijis tPr&pofil^ 
though I differed from hiqi, in what I the* 
looked upon as hisOpinfpni But upon a 
fecond Reading, ai^d compdritig of What he 
hath faid in different Pljices about our Fo* 
xeign Trade, &c. I beg^n: to. fofpeft there 
was fomething at the Bottc^pv c>f jhis S(;her?j« 
inore than Errors pfjudgmjqijt^j and thij 
put me upon inquiring furtbw into the Mat*- 
ter for my own Satisfadlion, the Refult of 
which was, that I plainly faw, it. w^ a 
deflrudive Scheme, and .known, to' bp 

* ; :. V ^:/:'io 
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fi> by thcPerfon, or Perfons, who fram- 



ed it. 

-I betieve that what I have faid will be 
fofficientto give the Reader a tolerable good 
Idea of the Schemer, and I will now (hew 
what Lengths he hath run in regard to the 
prdeiit Taxes of this Kingdom, in order to 
^ve Weight to his Scheme. 

CHAP. II. 

Remarks upon what the Author bath faid 
concerning the prefent taxes of Great 
Britain. 

nr^H'^E firft Part of the Title of this 

. J[ Scheme promifes fomething ufeful on 

theSubjea of Taxes, that is to fay, " Serious 

«* Confiderations on the feveral high Duties 

« which the Nation in general (as well as 

« its Trade in particular) labours under j" 

• bat what the Author hath faid upon our 

prefent Taxes, is apparently calculated to 

make the People of this Nation uneafy by 

exaggerated Fadts, and not to let them 

jspow what Duties or Taxes thofc are under 

O Z which 
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which they or their Trade re^y khpfr^^ 
For inflead of (hewing what particular jplis<» 
ties or Taxes are injurious po our Trade and 
mentioning theReafons why they are ib, as 
he ought to have done, he hatb ma^i 4 
Computation of the Amount of oiir Taices^^. 
told how many ^r Cent, they cofne to oa 
the Goods taxed, and what is paid for fql^ 
ledting our Taxes i fo that Pepjde are 48 
much al a Lofs to know what Duties or 
Taxes hurt or help our Trade, as they would 
have been if he had not mentioned one 
Word about them. 

The three following Extrafts contain all 
>that is material of what the Author hath 
iaid concerning our prefent Taxes, except 
ing a Lift of Taxes and taxed Commodities, 
for which the Reader p^ay refer to Chapter 
HI. where it is inferted: though it is of 
no real Ufe, and was introduced by the 
Author for no other Purpofe than to alarm 
People, fo that they might not doubt, the 
Truth of what he hath faid about our 
Taxes. 

Extract 
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<c 



Extract I. On the Amount of the Money 
yearly paid by the People ^England only^ 
f(fr Taxes. 

f^ Now confider only what a Number of 
*^ Things pjuft be ufed by every one of thefe 
(Eight millions Four hundred thoufort4 
People) for which high Duties «:e pafd, 
f^f imported fropi Abroad, or high Exr 
f* cifes, if of our pwn Troduce j and c6nr 
5^ iider too what an additional Price ttheSei* 
^* ler of every Commodity will exaft froni 
5^ the Confumer upon the Score of Duty 
ff and Excife : Refle<a likewile upon the 
** numerous Articles which every Family 
ff aSually paysibr, fuch as Spap^ pandfes^ 
*f Windp^s (aiid what is moft confiderable 
*' of all) Malt and Land : And then judge 
" if J am miftakenin my Calculation, whci^ 
** Ifuppofethatcvery oneofthe 8,400,000 
** Perfons, above computed, pays in an 
"Average Forty Shillings a Year, without 
" being a Penny the better for it, either a& 
" to Vidluals or Cloathing. And yet, ac- 
5f cording to this Calculation, Sixteen mil^ 
" Uons Eight hundred thoufand Pounds will 
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" in Effpft be raifcd upon the Subjeft. '\ 
Page i6. 

Extract II. On the Amount per Cent, 
off>uties and Taxes ^ on the Commodities 
faxed. 

" ' The Duty upon Merchandise 

«^ imported from Abroad, as well as upon 
•^ our own excifeable Goods, amounts, in 
" an Average, to abpve Fiftjr per Cent. " 
Page 23. 

Extract III. On the Charges ofcolkdlT 
ing the prefent Taxes ^ Gf eat Britain. 

" The Charges upon the whole Revenue 
^ by that Means (by executing his Scheme) 
*^ would be Two hundred and Forty thou^ 
** fand Pounds, which is now computed at 
<« above One niillion. *V Page 29. 

This is the Subftance of the Author's, for 
rious Confiderations on the feveral high Du^ 
ties which the Nation in general and our 
Trade in particular labour under, and even 
this is introduced for other Purpofes ; fo that 

there 



there was hot the leaft Occafion fbr thetih 
tioning high Duties in the Title Page; aa 
thefe Extracts are confined to the r Amount 
of our Taxes and the Charges of collcSing 
them, without taking, tjTotice of high be 
iow Duties, or. flie wing which Taxes hurt 
ourTrade:> But, ferious Cmjideratkm on the 
fevn^al high Duties which the Nation and 
itfuSrade labour under^ are interefting to 
Ppppte.of all Raiiksdnd Degrees, and there- 
fore ufeful in gaining Attention to this 
Scheme 5 and a very ferious Bufinffe he 
hath naade" of it, but without having the 
|e^ft Regard to what he hath.faid aboijit 
high Duties, in his Title Page.. r 

- Remarks -«jft7»^ the Firji ExiraSi. ^ 

•:,. This Extraft is {o laboured, that one may 
plainly perceive it is intended for fomethii^g 
extraordinary : For at firft. People are de- 
fired to confider only then they are to 

confider again — -. and afterwards^ they are 
to refledi likewife ; and the laft Part of the 
Extraft is of a Piece with the Firft ; for the 
Author hath put the Words, without being 
a Penny the better for it either astoViBuals 

or 
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AtCkatbing^ after the Forty Shillings a fkart 
Md then comes a full Stop : So that he am* 
ftdt be diarg^ with cx^iJifhym^^ that thtf 
Feople ofBojfZenr^aldne, i^j J^ib^'^oOyOoo 
a Year fo^ Tases^ vfithout being a Fenny 
the better for it, either as to Vidtudis* er 
Cloathing ; and a9 to his laying ihef ipecf 
j^i6,Soo,ooo, it is only foppqfsd to be fa 
according to bis Calculation and in Efft&^^i^ 
What a dextrous Sophift this ie, to botli 
cakuVate zvA fuppofg^ that the People of 
England pay lb muchia Year for Taxes : I^ 
it be a Calculation, Why does he call it a 
Suppofitiont Or if it be only a SuppofitioOi 
How comes it to be called a Calculation ? 

According to thisBxtraS, there is annu- 
ally raifed upon the People of England, ex- 
(ihj&vco£ Scotland and fFales, the Snm of 
fflxtecn millions Eight' hundred iboufand 
Pounds, on Account of Taxes, without their 
being a'-Penny the better for it either as to 
Viftuals or Cloathing ; and;'by Way of Re- 
ply to Objedions, which^ the Author fays 
have been made to his Calculation of Forty 
Shillings a Year for. each SubjeA upon an 
Average, he fubjoin^ a 4ong Lift of Com- 
modities 
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modities for which Duties or Taxes are^ 
paid, arid this " he believes will tempt People 
" to ihink that he hath rather made his Cal- 
*^ culation tao hu>. " Pages i6, 17. 

Here is another Piece of Sophiftr}^ .^«i«. 
People objed againft the Author's Calcula- 
tion of Taxes amounting to Forty Shillings 
a Year for each Perfon in England, and he 
anfwers their Objedtion by naming about 
Fifty Commodities which are taxed ; as if 
the Amount of our Taxes, and the Number 
of Commodities taxed, were fo connedled 
and proportioned, that by knowing the lat- 
ter. People might eafily find out the former. 

He might as well have faid it was 

fuch an Hour of the Day, and have gone 
about to prove it by the Weather being 
fair: By this fort of Logic he might have 
fhewn that our Taxes amount to One hun- 
dred millions of Pounds a Year; for a Book 
of Rates w:ould have fupplied him with 
above Three hundred Articles under. the 
Head of JDr^^x only, feveralof which, have 
better Pretenfions to be particularized in his 
lift than Cinnamon, Cloves, Nutmegs, 
Mace and Ginger i but he wanted to alarm 
E People, 
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People, by a formidable Lift^ that thejr 
might make no Difficulty of believing what 
he fays on the Amount of our Taxes, and 
therefore he hath inlifted fmall as well as 
great Taxes for his Service, well knowing 
that the vaft Difference between their Sizes 
could not be difcovcred by their Names, 
and that the longer his Lift was, the deeper 
Impreffion it would make upon the Minds 
of many Readers. 

Any Perfon would imagine, by the Au- 
thor's talking at this Rate about our Taxes, 
that he was intirely ignorant of the Amount 
of them, but he knew what he faid, and 
how far it was from Truth 5 for in this 
Place he wanted to raife our Taxes as high 
as he could, in order to make an aftoniffe- 
mg Difference between them and a fingle 
Tax, from whence he knew that People 
would draw fuch a Concluiion as would 
give Weight to his Scheme r And therefore 
he hath had Recourfe to the Number of 
Houfes, on each of which he hath liberally 
beftowed feven Inhabitants -y and to the Pro- 
fits of Merchants and Tradefmen whom he 
hath complimented with ExaSHon ^ but this 

thcv 
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tfecy may well enough pafs over, for the' 
Exadlion be the middle Term between Ho- 
nefty and Difhonefty, yet his Scheme is to 
exempt their Houfes and Shops from being . 
fearched by Officers of the Revenue ; and 
being calculated, as hefays^ for the Good 
of the Whole, Slips of this Sort are not to 
be minded. 

For here he. was fpeaking to the good 
People of Great Britain in general, to whom 
he knew it would be agreeable to hear that 
England had more Inhabitants by above 
Two millions than thofe Political Arithme- 
ticians, who are moft to be relied on, fay 
there are j and yet he hath not entertained 
the Paffions fo fubftantially without making 
the Underftanding pay for it; as by this 
Means he hath railed his Forty Shilling 
Calculation to about Five millions of Pounds 
a Year more than it would have amounted 
to upon the real Number of People in 
England only : But when he comes to 
fpeak upon his propofed fingle Tax', there 
is not a Word about the Number of People, 
or of their being to pay their Shares of that 
Tax without being a Penny the better fgr 

E 3 ita 



( 28 ) 

it, cither as to ViiSuals or Qoathing; for he 
then comes to the Point diredly, as he 
would have done before if he had meant^ 
well, and gives a State of the Money re- 
quired for the Public Service in Time of 
Peace, and to pay the Intereft of the Na- 
tional Debt : Which State is as follows, 

1. His Majefty's Civil Lift, 

amounting to — — ^^ 800,000 

2. Intereft Money to difcharge 

the Public Debt, near, 

but not full, — — — 2,000,000 

3. Money for the Current Ser- 

vice of the Year — • — 2,200,000 

(In Page 1 8.) In all ^ 5,000,000 

This State proves that the Author knew 
the Amount of the Public Expences of this 
Kingdom, and moft Men know that thefe 
govern our Taxes ; except in Time of War, 
when more Money is wanted for the Cur- 
rent Service than can conveniently be raifed 
by Taxes within the Year : Or in Time of 
Peace, when the Legiflature is pleafed to 
raife more Money than is wanted for the 
Current Service, in^ order to pay off fome 

of 
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of theNad<MialI>d)t; and thefeExceptbn«) 
ma& be QBiade m the Ga& of a fiagle Tai^^ 
as well as ia regarcj to om prefcnt Taxes. 

Now the Ufe that the Author hath wit- 
cingly and wickedly made of this Know- 
led^ is, to deceiw fuch Subjeds of Greaf 
Britain 2& are unacqua^imted with Things of 
ithis Kind, fo far as to njake them believe, 
that the People of England only, pay Eleven 
mtUions of Pounds a Year for Taxes, more 
than they would be to pay, if one general 
Tax was to be laid upon Houfes. 

For, in Pages i6 and 17, the Author cal- 
culates and fays all he can to make it be be- 
lieved, that the People of England^ exclu- 
iiv Q (4 Scotland 2^^ Wales y pay Sixteen mil- 
Horn ^«ight hundred Thoufand Pounds a Year 
for or on Account of Taxes, and without 
being a Penny the better for it either as to 
y idtuals or Cloathing ; and in Page 1 8, 
where he fpeaks of his own Scheme, he 
fhews that Five millions of Pounds a Year 
are all that is wanted for the Public Service 
of all Great Britain: From whence every 
Man who thinks at all about the Matter 
muft conclude, that the People oi England 

now 
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now pay Eleven millions oi Pounds a Year 
for the Support of Government, more than 
Is neceilary, and more than they would be 
to pay, if this Scheme of a Single Tax was 
to take Place. 

If this Author had not been void of all 
Shame, and regardlefs of the Mifchief he 
might do by his Falfities, he would have 
flopped when he had, by the Help of his 
fophiftical Method of calculating, raifcdthe 
Payments for Taxes, in England alone, to 
Sixteen millions Eight hundred Tboufand 
Pounds a Year j for this is three Times as 
much as the Expences of Government ip 
Time of Peace, and the Intercft of the Na- 
tional Debt, annually amounted to before the 
laft War, fqr the whole Kingdom of Great 
Britain^ and more than three Times as 
much as he hath admitted that the faid Ex- 
pences annually amount to, by the State h? 
hath infcrtcd of them in Page 18, before 
extracted : But the fame bafe apd wicked 
Motives which put him upon this artful 
Way of impofing upon People with regard 
to the Money they pJ^y for T^xes, have 
hurried him on fo far that he is caught in 

1^15 
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his own 8narc ^ for it was not enough to fay, 
that the People of Englakd only, pay Six- 
teen millions Eight hundred thoufand Founds 
a Year for Taxes, but he muft add without 
being a Penny the better for it either as to 
ViBuals or Cloatbingy tho' he hath confeffed 
that theExpences of Government and theln- 
tcreft of the National Debt come to no more 
than Five Millions of Pounds a Year in 
Time of Peace, and he doth not fay that his 
other Calculation is made for Time of War, 
as in that Cafe, People would not have been 
quite fo much aftoniflhed at the Difference 
between his two States or Calculations. 

After faying thefe feveral Things of the 
Taxes of this Kingdom, the Author cannot 
have the lead Pretenfion to be believed in 
any one Thing he hath feid throughout his 
whole Scheme, unlefs it is fupported by 
Fads, or other Evidence than his Word; for 
that he hath proftituted in feveral Parts of 
his Projefl:, though in none more glaringly 
than in this Inftance, where it is done for 
the worft of Purpofes. 

The Money that the Subjects of this 
Kingdom really pay for Taxes without be- 
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cing a Penny the better for it either ^ ta 
Vidbials or Qoathing, is fo much of the 
Public Revenues as is expended or paid for 
the PuWic Service, but not in the Bntijfb 
Dominions, nor in the Produce or Manu- 
factures of them ; and the Amount of this 
Money cannot be fixed for Time to come, 
as it is variable according to the Stat6 of the 
Nation in regard to Peace, War, the De- 
creafe or Increafe of the Public Debt to Fo- 
reigners, and the Alliances or Treaties be- 
tween this and other Countries. 

In Time of fettled Peace, this Money may 
probably amount to Two hundred Thou- 
fand Pounds a Year, for our Ships of War, 
Garrifons abroad, and public Minifters at Fo- 
reign Courts, but what Addition (hould be 
made to this Sum for the Intereft of the Pub- 
lic Debt due to Foreigners, I cannot pretend 
to fay ', and in Time of War, or when 
cautionary Meafures are neceflary to prevent 
it, there may be expended from Two hun- 
dred Thoufand Founds to a Million or more 
a Year, according to the Nature and Extent 
of the War, or the State of Affairs Abroad 
with rcfpeft to Great Britain. 

Tliis 
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This is the Money |^d by the Peo{)le q( 
iMs Kkigdom for Taxies, widiont didr be-« 
itig a Peony the better for it either as to 
Vi^cmis or Cloathing; and the& E2q)ence8 
cannot be altered by any Alteration in the 
Maiuiercfraifing the public Supplies, nor 
Would they be made leis by a Single Tzt^ 
and that this Author muft undoubtedly 
know : But he hath not ftuck at faying any 
•Thing, etf at ptaaffing any Deceit, tha;t either 
T)y Fear of National Danger, or llope bf 
Katiohal Ptofperity, was likely to fiTighteti 
or entic6 Pct^le to approve of his Pi^c^eA. 

I will now (hew, that notwithftanding all 
his Aftxiety for the Welfare of this King- 
dom, ^i^ the Pains he hath taken to pro- 
4note the Trade of it, he hath not been alto? 
^ether unmindful pf Law. 

From the Author's faying that every Sub- 
jqa.in England pays Forty Shillings a Year 
on account of Taxes, without being a Penny 
the better for it either as to Vidluals or 
Cloathingj any Perfon would naturally con- 
clude, that the Six millions of People in 
"Englandy exclofive of fFa/es and Scotland, 
pay Twelve millions of Pounds a Year with* 
out receiving any other Benefit by it than 

F thQ 
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the Proteftioii of Govcrhmcnt: But this, 
though a[ natural and feemingly juft Condu*- 
fion, the Author would how fay is wrong, 
ior he hath left room to make feveral other 
Conclufions ; that which I have named is 
for bis Readers, and thofe which follow he 
hath referved for himfelf, in caie he ihould 
have Occafion for them. • 

He will own he hath faid, and endea* 
youred to make it be believed, that eachSub-- 
jc<a in England pays Forty Shillings a Year 
for or on account of Taxes, without being a 
Penny the better for it either as to Viftuals 
or Cloathing; but he will plead his nOt hav- 
ing .laid that Eight millions Four hundred 
thoufand Subjedts in England pay Sixteen 
milliotis Eight hundred thoufand Pounds a 
Year #n account of Taxes, without being a 
Penny the better for it either as to Vidluals or 
Cloathing, though every Pcrfon who hath 
read his Scheme muft conclude it to be fo, 
if they believe what he hath faid. 

And if this Pleafhould be over-raled, he 
will then have Rccourfe to another, which 
is, a Word he hath left Gut after Vitluals 
and Cloathingy and this Word is Money ^ for 
he hath not faid that People pay fo much a 

Year 
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Ycarlbf oron account of Ti^xcs, without 
being, a Pcnhy fhc -better for it cither a9 
to Vi^ds^ Ckathingy or Money \ and he 
iRriH fay, he did not me^n that People were 
rtot a*P6nny the better in Money for what 
they pay for Taxes, and therefore it cannot 
be -jirilly^ concluded ^m his Words, that 
the People of England pay Sixteen mitlions 
Eight hundred T!b(mfand Pounds a Year for 
or on account of Taxes, without receiving 
any ^ther Benefit by it than the Prote<3:ion 
6f Government* 

&jt if thia Plea ibou)d be lifcewifc over- 
ruled, he hath reiervedanother in Store, for 
he hath confidered all thiePeopIe in England 
as Buyers onfy, and not .as Buyers and SeU 
lers, as they really are; fo that though 
every Pcrfon, confidered in the double Ca- 
pacity of a Buyer and Seller, doth not pay 
F<«y Shillings a Year for Taxes without 
being a. Penny the better for it either as to 
Viduals or Cloathing: Yet if you cgnfider 
a Perfon as a Buyer oiUy, this might be 
true, (though I (hall (hew it is not) be- 
caufe no Man can be iaid to be a Penny the 
better, dither as to Viftuals or Cloathing, 
for ^e Money he pays in Taxes, whether it 
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he fyr his>Lan4 of ISoi^.cf {o/tQmmPr 
ditios. which he hoys; ^«ikd U i$ hy ihk 
wretched. Sophiftr3r that the Prgjei^ iiath 
iptroduced th^Wad^witbeut beit^ fl^enn^ 
the bett^fcr it either as tikFi&uak fr Ofe^^ 
ing. — .- What a wicked Artifice t\m is^ tq 
difquiet the Mind$ oi the P«(^le oC thif 
Natioa? - i : . 

Now the Way this Soplttfita k B»do 
out,. 18 thus. f-« The Bw^ca^f t^kul^e^ 
for his Readers,, and fuppof^ £;chi9. awQf 
Safety, that the Money paid in Taxes, and 
the Profits aiade iip»»rthem by Marcbants 
andTradefmen, amoubt toForty Shillijigs a 
Yedr for every Sut^£t vxEttglmd^ upon aa 
Average; but I wili expcdfe the:FaliiiCiy^ as 
I have already done, the Artifice upon w^ach 
it is fiSundisd. i /i / 



The. Prcgcdor haiib Acknowledged that 
theExpences of Gfavemment iaTirae.of 
Peace, and. the Intereii of the. National 
Debt, (in the Yeir .1743 OJ 1744*' »^^^® 
hfiwrote his Projeft) anv^uijt xq 419 njaw 
than Fiv6 W////W of pPUQd&« Yewfj but 
the Taxes of Great Britain. befi^fOj t|ije iift 
War, ;aaioumcd to about Smmi^fmS'^^ 
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^iji^drQd /A?<^i Poiinda sr1YGJ^^,. cwt (^ 
which Money One roUUonr^f^'lfqunds^was, 
annually applied for feveral Years, towards 
paying off the Ifettonal De&t r ' Aiii tftiiJng 
thd laft War, Otfr Taxes atriciimfftl to aboui 
Seven wi/AWFive hundred /^^£^/ft/?Pourtda 
a -Vear, the ^Laisd' Tax^beJng'fbtif ShiRings 
m the Pound, and the^ Sai^Iu^ftflheSink-' 
jng Fund applied for thfc^ ^Service of^ tki 
War ; fo that thd Taxes of ihi» Kirigdoaft 
toay be called either ^^'5^500,000 (the 
Charges ef-,c6lieaing thein; included )^' 
jr6,5cx>,oo^ ; c^ j^'7>5<>o>coo;' aiid* 1 
mght take tlie loweft Suna, as the FrbjedoP 
hath ddne, 'ki-drd^r dO ffiikc' People nU)r9 
dfiieafy fel:>out' the ^f^feht ^Taxei, and niord 
iearneft ^e have his Projea^xjefcuted. ' 

* ^ But I will dof the PirojeaQP^lthe^ftioci 
Lean Jn oiJier Paxts^cSP his 'Scheme, aod| 
Kere I-will liclp fcicni hy'.jBacbgdor Taxes 
{St the hightA, v^ich is Seten 'mtiUmsFl^^ 
hondred ^dbcmjiind Pcmnds: a Year* !Ni>^ 
die Bafinefs kl fti know what, Profits afo 
made upon^ibtofo Taxes^ by. Merchants anKf 
Ttadefo^in r -atid :this is what I (halb fliew 
in fiicfi a Way as.wll etietde, moft Reader* 
-^-T to 
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Wieve that Mtrchams ind Tradefmen ih 
general throughout this Kingdom do ndt 
gain more thiin Tmtnty p^ -Cent fep^ Ar^ 
num bjr Trade ; for this is a Profit of One 
Hundred Pounds a Year upon every Five 
Hundred Pounds, and of One Thou&iid 
for every Five Thoufand, &c. 

But thin there muft be an Allowance 
made for In^ny Commodities which {x^ 
through an intermediate Hidd, between the 
Grower, Manufacturer, Impdrter, andtht 
Confumer j and for this I will add t'ive 
Pounds perHknty which I apprehend will 
be fufficicnt, as a Commodity cannot pay two 
Profits at the fame Time, for when it is fold 
by the GroVver, Manufadurer or Importer, 
their Profit ends, and the Retailer's Pro^ 
begins. 

Some Perfons will probably think, that the 
Profits made upon Taxes amount to niore 
than Twenty l^ve per Cent, and others may 
think they conie to lefs, to which latter Op^• 
men 1 am inclined : But ta eiltdr pa^cu- 
larly into this AflFair would require a good 
•deal of Time, and this will be fufficient to 
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ittiftrer tke prefent Purpbfe, as any Perfon 
may reckon the faid Profits to be higher or 
lower than 25 per Cent, if they think me 
wide of the Mark. 

The Taxes upon which Profits are made 
by Merchants and Tradefmen amounting to 
Five millions five hundred Thoufand Pounds 
a Year, and the Profits upon thofe Taxes 
being rated at Twenty fy/t per Cent, they 
will at that Rate amount to 'One mUlion 
three hundred and feventy five Hhoufand 
Pounds; and fo much may probably be 
every Year gained by one Part of the People 
of this Nation fi-om the other; for none of 
this Money comes into His Majefty's Ex- 
chequer, nor is a Shilling of it paid to the 
Officers of the Revenue. 

« 

As the Projedor's Account of the Taxes 
of England is. a moft extraordinary one, I 
have completed it for the whole Kingdom, 
in his Way of reckoning., and it makes the 
Taxifc oi Great Britain amount to no lefs 
G than 
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than Nineteen millions Six hundred thotx^. 
iMi Faundi a Tear — * — ^ i9>6oo,ooa 

Butthehigh^fl 
Taxes yet paid by 
thcPeople inGr^j/ 
Britain, amount 
to no more than 
Seven w//Zr'a«jfive 
hixndrcdtboufand 
Pounds a Year. J^ 7,5o6,.OQO 

r 
And the Pro- 
fits made upon 
thofe Taxes by 
Merchants and 
Tradefmen, . a- 
mount to One 
million Three 
hundred and fe- 
venty five ^hou^ 
fand Pounds i>375>ooa 

From whence it follows, 
that the Total of the higheft 
annual Payments made by all 
the People of Great Britain^ 

m 
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in or for Taxes, is Eight mil-^ 
iions Eight hundred and fe- 
venty five ^houfand?o\ixid% 8,875,000 

So that the Projoaor hath 
over - computed the Pay- 
ments in or for Taxes, in all 
Great Britain^ no lefs than 
Ten miUions feven hundred 
and tvirenty five Tioufand 
Poundsa Year 10,725,000 

This is an amazing Exaggeration, and the 
Projector cannot plead Ignorance, nor can 
he deny his having (aid or endeavoured to 
make it be believed, that the People of £;sr^- 
land alone pay Sixteen millions Eight hun- 
dred Tboufand Pounds a Year for or on ac« 
count of Taxes, without being a Penny the 
better for it either as to Viduals or Cloath- 
ing* ■ ■ H ow the Perfon or Perfons con- 
cerned in this Project will be able to anfwcr 
publi£hing fuch (hamefiil Falfities about the 
Taxes of this Kingdom, I cannot pretend 
to fay, but by this the Reader will fee what - 
Lengths the faid Perfon or Perfons have run, 
to give Weight to this Projedt. 

G Z Remarks 
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Remarks upon the Second ExtraS. 

The Author %s, that the Duty upon 
Merchandize imported from abroad, as well 
as upon our own excifeabic Goods, amounts^ 
in an Average, to above Fifty prr Cent. 

Certainly no Man ever had fuch a Knack 
at applying good Things to bad Purpoies a$ 
this Projector hath ; for thofe very Laws^ 
which are a principal Means of preferving 
our Trade, he hath applied fo pcrverfdy as 
to make People think it is in Danger of be- 
ing ruined by them : And it is dcme in fuch 
a Manner, that what he hath put in three 
or four Lines would require three or four 
Hundred Pages to unfold itcon>pleteIy 5 but 
a few Pages will be fufficient to fet People 
right in regard to his general jiverage of Fifty 
per Cent, for DutieSy in which there are as 
many Meanings as there are Days in the 
Week, and People are left to find out which 
of them is the true Meaning, 

The Proportion which the Duties on Fo* 
reign Commodities bear to their Values, 

»^ay 
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m9j ise made mon^ or lefs widnttt altering.* 
thofc Duties ; of which I will give an Ex^ 
;ample, as it may b? ufeful in preventing 
many Picople from being miQ&d ia iegani to 
the Amount of oar Duties or Taxes^ when 
cofx^xured with the Values of the Gbmmo- 
cMties upon which they ans laid. 

The Net Duties onPort-WHac imported 
ksto this Kingdom, hy Eritijh Subjefte,. 
axiounjt; to aboot Twenty-five Pounds a. 
Ton, which comes to almoft Six Pence a 
Quart ^ and as the common Prke of that 
Wine in Taverns, Bins, &c. is Two Shil- 
lings ^ Bottle, the Duly upon it makes no 
more than Twenty- five per Cent, of the 
Money paid for the Wine : Now tbougk 
Six Pence a Bottle is rather more than the 
Duties on Port- Wine come to, yet they 
may be computed in fuch a Way as to 
make this Twenty- five per Cent, amount 
to 33 J, 1 60, 200, or even 300 per Cent^ 
that is, three times the Value of the Wine 5 
for this increafes fi-om the Time the Juice 
is prefled out of the Grapes, quicker or 
flower, according to the Rate of Intereft in 
Portugal^ Great Britain^ &c. and the Num- 
ber 
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be Ibr his>Lan4 or Hoi«fe> or {ostQffoigifit 
ditios. which he bvys; >efid it i$ by thi^ 
wretbhedSophifiiy that the Projei^ ha^ 
iptroducedtheWorcU Wi^i^^ ^V^jg* ^Feni^ 
the bett^for it either as toiFi&uak $rQkfltb^ 
wg. 1-^ What a wicked Artifice this is^ tQ 
di%iiet the Mind^ oi the People of this 
{^atloa? - i 

, Now the Way this Sopidfo k made 
out,. 18 thus, «« The Pn^casor takul^e^ 
for his Readers,, and fuppofi;^ £scki9 .owjs 
Safety, that the Money paid in Taxes, and 
the Pjeofits aiade upQuxfthem by Morehants 
andTradefmen,amQubi to Forty ShiUylgs a 
Year for every Sufajci£t wtEt^imd^ upon an 
Average; but I will expoie the FaUiit^v as 
I have already cbme the Artifice upon wljich 
it is fdundisi .•/;.' 



The* Prcjeitor hath acknowledged that 
theExpences of Government iaTinoe.of 
Peace, and; the Intereft of the National 
Etebt, (in the Yeai: .1743 pi? 1744*^. larhea 
he, wrote his Projed) : aroouijt xq 419 ipow 
than Fiv6 millms of Pounds a Yea? j :but 
the Taxes of Great Britain before^ tf^e iaft 
War, .amounted ta about Si»,w//>4'*2t^ive 



( »7 ) 

^jr^dr^d timfiuid founds. ,^.Ye^r,« <mt; 9^ 
which Money One mUUonr^f^^qandSjWas, 
annually applied for feveral Years, towards 
pying off the Ifetjdnal D^ r ' 'Aiii tfifing 
the laft War, ^)tfi:tkxe8 attioiibsfti to abou? 
Seven fnilHbhiVyf^ hundred ihoufand^^iviti^ii 
z Year, the taod- Tax-beJng'f\Mi^ ShiRingis 
m the Pound, and thef SarpRlS' ef Ihe Sink- 
ing Fund applied for- thfc' ^'Strvice of th<d 
War ; fo that thd Taxes^ of ^hi» kirigdoafi 
*iay be called either ^^'^^500,600 (the 
Charges' of-\c6lieaing thehi; included)^' 
^6,5oio,oo« J or' j^^ 7,506^000;' atid* 1 
might take t?ie loweft Suna,' && the'ProJedol* 
kath ddne, .In~drd^r rtd rtiikc' People m5r3 
dflfeafy feboirt' the ^r^feht^T^axes, and niord 
ii»:neft ^0 havfe his Projea-fesjecuted. ' ■ 

' ^But I will dathePtcjea^Pallthe^flicci 
I can |n (^lier Paxts;af- hk'Bcbcm*, ax| 
Iliere I:wilLJicIp fainii by^wtbgdor T^xes 
at the highbft, ~ which is Seten mil/itmsFlv^ 
hundired ..dbcmfond Pcninds^a Ye»* iNmir 
riie Bijfinefs irl ftt know what, Profits afo 
made uponjihtofe Taj^s^ by.Merehafitsanitt 
Txadcfai6n r^tld this is whAt I (ball (hew 
in (iicB a Way as iifitt ctelde. tnoft Readgrt 

-HM to 
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be Ihr lmlM4 Of ii^^ 
dities. which he b«y$} wd i| it by t}^ 
wretched. Sophiftiy tlut the Projei^ ba^ 
Iptroduced^theMfcffd^ w^i^xtf ieif^ ^Fmf^ 
the beturfor it either as iaFi&uab $rQl^b-^ 
Mg. — ^ What a wicked Artifice thw is# ^ 
difquiet the Mind^ o( the People 6^ this 
Ndt)QA? - . i : . 

Now the Way this Soplttfiw k irnde 
out,, 18 thus, «,^ The Fw^casjf tuikul^^i 
for his Readers,, and fuffpojkf, £;clu9 .QWis 
Safety, that the Money paid in Taxes, and 
the Pi!afits made ufxp^fthem by Mbrchants 
aodTradermen,aaiQijixt to Forty ShiUi/lgs a 
Year for every Suti^eft ia^Ei^JimJ^ upon an 
Average; but I will expofe theFalii/t^y^ as 
I have already done the Artifice t2|>on.wlj3ch 
it is f(iundi5d. . j /« . 



The* Prqedor hath acknowledged that 
theExpences of Government ia Tingle. of 
Peace, and; the Intereil of the National 
Debt, (in the Ye^ .1743 ot 1744,'. whea 
he. wrote his Pcojed) anno»i)t rt» Ik) ix*aw 
than Fiv6 milims q£ Pounds 4 Yea? j :but 
the Taxes of Gte^^t Britain before, t|ije feft 
War, .amounted to* about Si^o, w//>4Vw Jf iye 

hundrec^ 
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^^idred tlmfrnd Poonda ^. Ye:|r,« out: g^ 
which Money One roi^ionjaf^^qi^nds^was, 
annually applied for feveral Years, towards 
paying off the tfettonal Debt r* Arid 'diJJng 
the laft War, <)iS: Taxes attioiinlfti to abou? 
Seven wZ/AWFive hundred ^hou/hfHfP6utidi 
a^Vcar, the i/aed'Tax^being'fbii^ Shiftings 
m the Pound, and the^ SorpRiS' of Ihe Sink- 
ing Fund applied "for thS ^SjSfvice of thii 
War ; fo thaf the Taxes of this KirigdoHtt 
toay be called either ^^'5^500,000 {the 
Cliarges ef-colieSing Aekn; ihduded )^' 
j^^,5cfe,oc^ ;.' ot* i^^7,$<^65coo ;' aHd' 1 
ittight take tlie loweft Sura,' as the ProjedoP 
hath d^Re, ^ki-erd^r 16 tttike' People mdrS 
#B^afy bbout' the ^r^fent rTaxes, and niord 
ieSrneft ^0 havfe his Projea^^^jecuted. T 

i:....: .;. '.L: ..* 1 :. : .:.. Jv-:.. '- .. ■ •; 

' But I will datheftcjeaQPallthe^fticci 
1 can Jn cilier Pa\js:af his Scheme, audi 
Kere I:will.JbcIp fakij l^cjwtbg our Taxes 
at the highbft, - w^idb is Seien iw/liw'Fivc 
bundred .d^^T^y^fl J Pounds: a Year. IN^^m^ 
die Biifinefs ki to know what.Profits are 
made upoajdaQfe Taxes^ by.Merchahts ancf 
Ttidtfnien rtwid this is iwhaf I fhalb (hew 
ID fiicfi a Way as^i/fill: cttaUemoft Readorf 
-^-T to 
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be foe hi$>Lan4 ojt Hoi«(i^ or {oit^Qmmif^ 
dities. which he b«ys; ^end it i$ by thi^ 
wretched. Sophiftiy that the Prgjei^ ha^ 
Introduced, the ^^Q|d$^^ite2(/ ^ii^ ^Pef§f^ 
the iftt^for it either as toFi&uah $rQl^ih 
Mg. —^ What a wicked Artifice thw is^ ^ 
difquiet the Minds^ o( the People oC tbii 

Now the Way this Sophifi» 13; made 
out,. 18 thus. «« The Pn^eaai takul^e^ 
for his Readers,, and fuppofif, £;ckw. QWQf 
Safety, that the Money paid in Taxes, and 
i\k Profits made ofttArthem by Mbrchants 
and Tradefmen, aoiauiit to Forty Shindigs a 
Yedr for every Sut^d£t vxBnglmd^ upon an 
Average; but I wili expofe theFatfiityv aa 
I have already done, the Artifice v^vk wlj^ch 
it is fduadisd. . i? i . 

The- Projedor hath acknowledged that 
the Expences of Govemment ia Tipse . cif 
Peace, and. the Intereil of the National 
Debtj (in the Year .1743 ot. i74Wiyhea 
he. wrote his Pi:oje<St) : anaoorjt ,t» fiq n*a« 
than Fiva millions gf Pounds a Yew j. but 
the Taxes of Grea^t Britain before tji^ feft 
War,; amounted ta about ^m^mitiifmWvf^ 

hundrec^ 
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^^^dr«d timfiuid Vciwd^ .s(.Ye:|r,« qut g^ 
which Money One ro^^on;K^^;?q^nds^was, 
annually applied for feveral Years, towards 
paying off the National De6t r« Arid 'di^ng 
Ae lift War, ^)tfi: Taxes atrtoiiitfti to abou? 
Seven w//AWFive hundred ihouJfhhfPoutid^ 
z 'Year, the iLkfid" Tax bwng'fbiif Sliiftings 
m the Pound, and thef SurpRls^of IheSink- 
.^g Fund applied for thS ^'Sifvice of thi^ 
War ; fo that thef Taxes of thi» Kirigdoirt 
*iay be called either ^^'5^500,600 {the 
Charges of'\eolleaing tlieSi ' included )^' 
^6,5080,00^ J Of* i(^^ 7,5005000;' ahd* 1 
iwght take tlie lowcft Suna,"as' thfe'ProjedoP 
hath ddne, 'ki-^nkr rtd ni^ke' People rruyfi 
teeafy lab/out' the ^r^feht*Taxc^, and naord 
earneft (e ha^ his Projeft' 635ecu ted. ' 

• ' But I will da the PSrcjeft^p^l the^ftice 
I can in mlier Paijs : of* his Scheme, and 
here I:will:Jbclp faimi hyrwdngdur Tixes 
at the higheft, which is Seten mlUmsFivQ 
hundred .djcmfond Poands: a Year* iN©w 
^e Biifinefs i$i 6ti know ^s^3at. Profits aro 
made upoiuib^ Taxe$> by.Merchafits ancf 
Ttidtfinftn r titid this is what I (hall (hew 
in fiicfi a Way as will cttaUe. mqft R^adorf 
-^-r to 
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The total Value of all thefc Commodi- 
ties being Two millions Two hundred thoU" 
/and Pounds, and the Total of the Brit^ 
Duties on themi Six hundred and Fifty 
thoufand Pounds, thefe Duties do not a- 
mount to quite Thirty per Cent, on the faid 
Value of thofe Commodities j and the jBr/- 
tijh Duties on them would not come to fo 
much as Thirty per Cent, if they were com- 
pared with the Value of the faid Commo- 
dities when fold by the Retailers of them, 
and that is the Value with which the Du- 
ties on Commodities fliould be compared. 

It is by this wicked Deceit of an Average 
Rate, that the Projedlor hath raifed the 
Britijh Duties on Foreign Commodities to 
Fifty per Cent. ; and it is by the fame Sort 
of Deceit that he hath raifed the Duties on 
our own excifeable Commodities to Fifty 
per Cent. : For what the Excife on fomc 
Commodities falls fhort of Fifty per Cent. 
the Excife on other Commodities may make 
up; and if the Rates of Duties and Excifes 
come to above Fifty per Cent, all together, 
they make out what lie aflerts, though the 

People 
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People of this Nation ftiouid pay but 
Twenty five per Cent for Taxes, on the Va- 
lue of taxed Commodities, reckoning the 
Whole upon an Average. 

I very much doubt whether the Projedtor, 
or any Man ever took the Trouble of col- 
Jeding all the Fads and of making all the 
Calculations which are necefTary in order to 
know what the Brittjh Duties on Foreign 
Commodities, compared with their Values 
when fold here, amount to ; for I believe 
there are not lefs than Two Thoufand Fo- 
reign Commodities imported into this King- 
dona, vi^hich differ either in Kind or Coun- 
try, and the Rates of Duty paid for moft of 
them, differ according to the State or Con- 
dition in which they are brought here, the 
Ships in which they are imported, or the 
Perfons by whom they are imported ^ all 
which Things muft be firft inquired into : 
An4 when thefe are known, as they may be 
by a Book of Rates, the real Values of the 
faid Foreign Commodities here, muft be 
likewife known ; for without thefe Fads it 
is impoflible to know eyen the Average 

Rate 
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Rate of Britijb Duties on Foreign Commo- 
dities compared with their Valaes. 

And when this laborious Work is gone 
through, the Quantities of the Foreign 
Commodities imported, the Quantities of 
them re-exported, and the Amount of the 
Net Duties on each, muft be known, be- 
fore it can be told how many per Cent, or 
what Part of a Guinea or a Shilling laid out 
in Foreign Commodities by the People of 
this Nation, is paid for Briti/h Duties, 
reckoning the Whole upon an Average, as 
the Projedlor hath done. 

What I have faid on this Jverage of 
Fifty per Cent, for Duties^ will, I hope, be 
fufEcient to fliew the Sophiftry of it, and 
what I have to fay further on this Head will 
come more properly after I have laid open 
the Scheme. 

Remarks upon the third Extra£f. 

The Author fays, " That the Charges 
** upon the whole Revenue by that Means 
" (ly executing his Scheme) would be 

JT 240,000 
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£ 240,000, which is now computed at 
dbove One million. 

TteSenfc of thcfe Words feems to be fo 
plain, that any Man of common Underftand- 
ing would be hurt at being told he did not 
know their true Meaning 5 and yet it is not 
in the Power of any Man living to find out 
the jufl: import of them, for they have no 
fixed Meaningt 

lapprdiend that every Perfon who hath 
read the Scheme, underftands by the fore- 
going Words, 

That the Charges of coUeding the Public 
Supplies would be Two hundred and forty 
Thoufand Pounds a Year, if they were to 
be raifed by one gen,eral Tax upon Houfes ; 
and 

That the Charges of coUefting the pre- 
fent Public Revenues of this Kingdom are 
computed to amount to above One million 
of Pounds a Year. 

But 
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Bat the Projeftor hath, not faid fo, nof . 
hath he exprefled himfelf in fuch a Mannef 
as to put it in any Man's Power to fix £he 
Senfe of what he hath iaid. 

In the firft Place, he lays it is computed 
that the Charges upon the whole Revenue- 
amount to. fo much, but whether hetoeans 
Charges of colleSiing it, or not, is uncertain ) 
and by the Words it is computed, he hath 
kept it in his' Power to difown the Compu- 
tation, and to Father it upon iany Perfon 
who is dead or gone out of the Kingdom. 

In the next Place, he fays, thefe Charges 
amount to ai30ve One million, but whether 
he means Pounds Sterling, Pounds Flemifli,- 
Half Guineas, or Ducats, &c. is quite un- ' 
certain ; for the Two hundred and forty 
7'boufand Pounds are exprefTed in Figures^ 
and he might have faved a little Time by 
expreffing the One million In Figures alfo^^ 
but then he would havd fixed his Meaning 
as to the Amount^ of the Charges on the 
prefent Revenue, for the Words Oiie million 

may 
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x»ay bcapplicd to any Sort of Money or other 
thing. 

And in the laft Place^ he hath faid^ that 
thefe Charges are computed at above One 
jnillion, but he hath not laid,/(?r what Time^ 
and as to People under ftanding that he means 
for one Tear^ he cannot help it, for the 
Words Tear^ yearly^ per Annum^ or annu-^ 
alfyy are none of them mentioned in the Pa- 
ragraph from whence the preceding Extrafl: 
was taken : So that though the Charges of 
colled:ing the Public Revenues come to no 
more than Five or Six hundred Thoufand 
Pounds aYear, yet are the Projeftor'sWords 
jiot falfified^ becaufe he hath not fixed the 
Time— -—A more complete Jefuit than this, 
was never yet imported into thefe Kingdoms, 
for you may as vvell pretend' to hold an Eel 
" by the Tail, as to fix him by his Words. 

The Tide of this Scheme confifts of four 
Parts, viz. 

I ft. Serious Confiderations on the feveral 

highDutics which the Natioij in gene- 

I ral 
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ral (as well as its Trade in particular) la- 
bours under ; with a Propofal, 
2d, For preventing the Running of Goods j 
3d, For difcharging the Trader from ai^y 

Search ; and 
4th, For raifing all the Public Supplies b^ 
One (ingle Tax. 

The three firft of thefe Parts will Jiot re- 
quire much to be faid upon them^ but thf 
Iburth Part wUl require a good d^d; for 
which Reafon I fliall fpeak upon them m 
the Order rhey here ftand,and then ^ean his 
Scheme for fome Seeds of Mifchief which 
lie hath occafionally fawn in this Field of 
Iniquity. 

C H A^ P. III. 

Remarks upon'the Authov'^s ferious Conjl-- 
derations on the feveral high Dutks which 
the Nation in general (as well as its T^ra<k 
in particular} labdurs under. 

TH IS Part of the Author^s Title-Page 
. is an Addrefe to the Paffions,. for he 
hath not fliewn what'Duties are hurtful to 
our Trade, though he might have made it 

appear 



( 59 ) 
appear that feveral of our Taxes are fo, but 
if he had done this he would have overfet 
his Scheme; fo that thefe ferious Confidera- 
tions on high Duties are a mere Bait to catch 
Attention: For the firft Part of his Title 
ihould have been. Serious Confiderations on 
the Solemnity ofOatbs^ as he hath fpoke fe- 
rioufly of them in feveral Places ; but as to 
thofe Duties or Taxes under which our 
Trade or Nation labour, he might, for what 
he hath faid on them, as well have begun 
his Title with. Serious Confiderations upon a 
Broom-Jiick. 

In Page i6, the Author hath occafion to 
work up his Readers fo as to make them 
believe there is yearly paid, by the People 
of England alone. Sixteen millions Eight 
hundred tboufand Pounds on account of 
Taxes, without their being a Penny the 
better for it, either as toVidualsor Cloath- 
ing ; and in order to efFedt this, he enume- 
rates the following Taxes and Commodities 
for which Duty or Excifc is paid. 

** Soap, Candles, Windows, Malt, Land; 

" Velvets and all Foreign- wrought Silks, 

I z "Lace, 
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•* Lace, Callicocs, Muflins, and all Foreign 
*' Linnen -, all Foreign Wines, Arrack, Rum, 
" Brandy 5 all Home-diftilled Spirits, Beer, 
*' Ale, Cyder, Mum, Perry, Sweet Wines. 
" and Vinegar; China-ware, Wrought Plate, 
•^ Wire, Cards and Dice ; Hides, Leather, 
" Parchment, Vellom, Paper, Pafte-board, 
« Whale-fin and Oil j CoiFee, Tea, Choco- 
*^ late, Cinnamon, Cloves, Nutmegs, Mace, 
" Ginger, Pepper ji Apothecaries Drugs; Al- 
" monds, Raifins, Plumbs, and all Sorts of 
** Grocery -ware, Molcffus, Suga.r, Soap, 
" Candles, SnufF, Starch, Tobacco, Salt and 
*/ Hops." Pages 16 ajid 17. ' 

Such a formidable Lift of taxed Common 
ditlqs is enough to frighten People, who are 
not acquainted with the Subjedt, fo as to 
make them believe whatever tliis Author 
had a Mind to tell them about our Taxes j 
hut I have already laid open what he hath 
faid upon the Ampunt of them, and all I 
mean by inferting the preceding Lift of taxed[ 
Commodities, is, that what he hath fpeci- 
fied about Taxes and Duties, and the Rea^ 
fons why he did it, n^ay here appear. 

Thefc 
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Thefe taxed Commodities being named 
by the Author to make People believe that 
j^ 16,8^00,000 a Year is paid by England 
alone for Taxes, and he not having even' 
diftinguiflied high from low Duties, or faid' 
which of them injure our Trade, which 
help it, or which may be called neutral, 
• for there are Taxes of thefe three Kinds ; 
it is evident that they could not be men- 
tioned in Confequence of the firfl: Part o£ 
his Title Page, and as this is the only Place 
where he hath fpecified the Taxes or Du- 
ties of, this Kingdom, it is a plain Proof 
that bisferious Confiderations on bigbDuti^Sj^ 
&c. were only a Bait to catch Attention* 

C H A P. IV, 

Remarks upon the Author's Propofal for 
preventing the Running of Goods. 

TH E Author's Way to prevent the 
Running of Goods, is quite new and 
very concife^^ for which Reafon I fliall re-t 
late it in his own Words, 

'' As 
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'' As to Trade, all Duties being abolifli- 
^* ed, it would intirely prevent all ntianner 
^^ oi Runnings and hinder the Ruin of 
^^ many Thoufands of poor unhappy Crea- 
** turea, which have been^ or are ftill, em- 
V' pbyed in the Smug^g Trade. '* Page 

He ftys. That all Duties being abolijhed^ 
it would intirely prevent all manner ofRun^ 
ning I and he might as well have faid, 
Ti&fl/ all Laws being abolijhed^ it would in- 
tirely prevent all manner of Crimes j for as 
in all other Concerns of Civil Society it is 
the Law that determines certain Adions to 
be Crimes ; fo in Commerce it is the Law 
that has declared the Exportation or Impor- 
tation of certain Commodities to be crimi- 
Dal; and this, in common Difcourfe, is 
wUed Running or Smuggling pi Goods, 

. Now the Way that this Man would have 
the Running of Goods prevented is, by re- 
pealing thofe Laws whereby certain Goods 
are abfolutely prohibited, and others pay 
puty, on being imported into this King- 
dom ^ 
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dom ; for if this was done, it would ceafe 
to be aCrime to import the faid Goods with- 
out paying any Duty at all : And this is bis 
Scheme to prevent the Running of Goods ; by 
the Help of which, many other Sorts of 
Febny might be {logicaUy) prevented : But 
would the Repeal of thofe Laws, * which 
make it Felony to rob a Houfe, or upon 
the Highway, prevent thofe Kinds of Rob- 
beries ? Or, would there not be a hundred 
Times as many committed then, as there 
are now ? 

Certainly this Man muft have a Front of 
Brafs, and a Heart of Flint, or he could not 
have attempted to impofe upon People's 
Underftandings in fo grofs a Manner, for 
this is a downright bare-faced Piece of So- 
phiftry; and thi^ Scheme is, in plain JE»g-/j^, 
a Projecft to increafe a thoufand-fold, thofe 
Lofles which this Nation now fuffcrs from 
the clandeftine.Ejq)ortation of our Wooj, 
and the fraudulent Importation of fuch Fo- 
reign Commodities ^s are hurtful to, atyi 
would dcftroy, our ovfix Manufa<5tures» 

For 
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For long Experience has fhewn, thai 
though we have a great Number of Officers 
employed to prevent or detecSt the Running 
of Goods J very fevere Laws to punifli fuch 
OfFeaces; and the Legiflature hath been 
pleafed to put a Reward of Five hundred 
Pounds a Man, upon the mofl: notorious 
and daring Smugglers, yet Smuggling can- 
not be intirely prevented -, and if all thefe 
Precautions, Puniflbments of Offenders, ancj 
Rewards for apprehending them, are infuf- 
ficient to prevent the Running of Goods ; 
What can any honeft BrJton think of this 
.Projo^or, who hath wickedly advifed, that 
all thoic Fences, which the Legiflature hath 
with great Wifdom yaifed to protedt the 
Trade and Manufadures of this Kingdom^ 
fliould be intirely broken down and aho- 
med./. * , , ^ 

• I cannot quit this Part of the Author « 
nPropofil without taking fome Notice of his 

Humanity, as I have before done of his 
*'Con(cientioufnefs in regard xo Oaths; his 

Attachment to the Ititereft cf thisNationr; 

and his Modefty and Diffidence of his own 
*■ Judgment, &c. 

He 
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-^IHfe fays, "he ^thinks there wfere once» 
** at4he- fame-lfime, no lefs than Fifteen 
**' or Sixteen thoufand {Smugglers) in the 
*^fevcfaf' Jails in England; and that if his 
*^ Scheme (hould take Place, he hopes for 
" their Sakes, . that the Legiflature would 
** ifhew Mercy to thofe now in Jail for the 
** fame Crime, and annex an A<3; of Grace 
** in their Favour.** Page 23. 

What a Head and a Heart muft this Man 
have, to intercede for the Guilty while he 
is contriving the Ruin of the Innocent ? 

C H A P. V. 

Remarks upon the Author's Propofalfor 
difcbarginjg the Trader from any Search. 

THIS Part of the Scheme is plaufiblc 
at firil Sight, but when examined, 
into, that Plaufibility will difappear, and 
expofe a mifchievous Deception that lies 
concealed under it. 

The Author fays, that his Scheme 

** would fet the Merchant and Shopkeeper 

K ••free 
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^' free from a Multitude (^ £dfe and vo&r 
^< atiou^i or ^ivQlous l9fo]?iiatioDS» wlucb . 
^^ may how be lodged ^atg^uaft thfUxu For^ 
*' if this Schenic tak^ Place^ no Body will 
^*bc empowered to vifit their: PweUiogi^ 
" Warchoufes and Shops/' JP4ge 23.. 

But the Author hath not £iid, diat People^s 
Circumftances cannot be found put by 
knowing th& Rents of tj^tyr Houfes ^ or 
that twenty Farmers or twenty TradefineQ 
live )n Hou^s of nearly the ^lyie Reatj 
jthough one of them is worth only ^Ibuhf 
dred Pounds ; another is worth bat Two 
hundred Pounds j a Third is worth Three 
hundred Pounds; and fp <9!) tei Two thou- 
fand Pounds or more. 

The Author ha^h xiot told People, that 
jhis Part of his Scheme would make a Vi^r 
iitatkm of their Pude&, knd an Ini|uiry intp 
jheir Circumftanccs, neceflaryj or thaA^ to 
prevent fuch Vifitation and Inquiry, it would 
be requifite for People to fwear, that they 
were worth but^^ much Money^ or that their 
Incomes were hixt Jo much a Tear ^ tpgypid 
|)cing pver-taxpd. 



Meiiiatli no€ fiud^ tktt <kere are^ny 
t%0u&<id worthy and mdufti^iod^ F^iiiiHes 
in this Kingdonl, whkbi t^ hoSk^ or urk 
a^dkbihle M isibttune^^ are brouglft to Dif^ 
tte& } dr that it 16 nectifky they fhould con* 
ccal their Diftrefles^ in order to fupport 
ti^eir Creditr till better Fortune and homely 
Diet re|>ak the Foimdation of it. 

^ ■ 

He hatth not feid^ tfist tJic Father of a 
immeroits Family of Children mufl: plead 
Eovcrty to an^Officer of the Revenue, that 
he and his little Ones may have Bread to 

He hath not £iid, that hk Macbiavelian 
Ftojed: would deftroy Peace and good 
Neighbourhood, by making People turiv 
Infemierjs, to Idfen their own Taxes or 
gratify private Rdentmeht; nor mentioned 
any thing of the ftroiig Temptation that 
fltvariciociB or neceffitoas People would have 
to perjure themielves, or to live in mean 
Houfts, m order to iave their Money* 

K 2 He 
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He hath ,nOt pointed, put ^thc Wifil^jM oF 
the Legiflature, in laying the Taxes of this 
Kingdom in fuch a Minntv^ that no Peirfon 
whatever is obliged to give an Account pf 
his Circumftances to OfEcersrof the Public? 
Revenue ; and fo, that a Family of any 
Rank, Degree or Qafs, from the firft Peqc 
to the leafl Farmer or Tradefman, mayj^ 
if their Circumftances require it, avoid 
paying one Half or a third Part of the 
Taxes on confumable Coninjodities, which. 
Families of the imicKznk^ &c^ ^^^^? 
pay- . • / .-"'.' 

He hath not obferved, that the Taxes of 
thi^ Kingdom Are fo wifely laid, as to! en- 
courage Induftry and gpod Hufbandry, < bg^ 
difcouragin^. their Oppofltc^, and fo as tb', 
m^ke our owji Commodities and thofo 
brought from.ourColoniesi'the cheapefti» 
or taken Notice, that th^t^fef ^ign CorjimoT::; 
dities of dil&rent Countries^ ^jq fo ta?ced»:.^tt: 
to direft People how to.Uy out their Mo*; 
ney for the GOOD OF THE NATIO^f,; 
andfoas to fne by HIGH DUTIES, 

fuch 
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fuch Perfons as do not attend to tliofe wife 
Direftions. 

I fay, that this Projedor hath not men* 
tionedany of thefe Things, and that all or 
moft of them mud have occurred to a Man 
of 'hi$ Underftanding^ whenhewasfirm^mg 
this Part of his Projed : but he hath maoK 
a wicked Ufe of great Knqwledge, by gloA 
fing over Falfliood or by not telling the 
WHOLE TjRUTH, which is in Effed: 
Fallhoodi becaufe Deception is the Con-r 
fequencQ of it, 

.. But happily this Deception has notex* 
tended further than the Mind, and I hope 
that the little I have here faid will be fuffir 
cient to expel it from thence > and that 
the Merchants and Tradefmen of this King- 
dcttn, for whofe Bale and Qgiet this Part of 
the Preyed is pretended to be contrived, 
will iee through' the Deceit of it; as mod 
People would have done bng ago, if the^ 
unconunon Artifices and fuppoied good In- 
tention of this Projector, had not confounded' 
Judgment and laid Suipicion to deep* ' 

CHAP. 



CHAP. VL 

Remarks upon the Author's Propofal fot 
taifmg alt the Pt^Uc Supplies of Great 
Britsun Byonfjmgte Tax upn Ebujes^ 

AS I hittv^ a great 4^ to fay upon this 
' Pkre of theSdjeme, i ftiaS divide it 

' S It t t. t ^— • 

Remarks upon toBai the yfutBor batbfaid 
dnfupport of a General Tax upon Houfes. 

'TITE fbllbwfeg Estraa coiiiains all 
^ Author kath ^ ccttcefn}dg a General 
Tax upon Houfesi that apj)^ to me to 
Bedfanjr Wdghc. 

.*( Here indeed' I &id dayielf undier the 
gnolegft^IKfficidtles, nlamhowtoeonw 
baft vrith^ihe gencrial Prgudice and dpK 
tdoti of thrgreafioft Pact of the Kingdom.' 
** The very xnentioh of the Word virill ar 
*' once beapttofbutle^nddfarm my R^« 
** crs ; jad yet i. hope to oobvince t^oi^t. 
" who will pleafe to diveft theoifelves of 

«aU 
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** all pKCQnceived Notions, and ju^ ^ 
^ Tjbnags^- HOC bjr iJMr Namc^ fapt l>^ 
« thpir Nattic^ fibaii'zGemnilExpJii, %odi^. 
*' c«sfl« it ocu^r ibupd, isQotOQljr Qopefiaiy, 
" bot wroijld rwJJy^ b«Kfeaal: I do nof 
'<' mem ii«ch an £x^{/^ »» was intended, or 
V pteioffiied loii^iiitcRdcdttyaBill lyoiighi 
'* into Parbapjem s*oot ipp Yews ag?, ibr 
•** Uus I always loolwd' upqpi as deftciidiye; 
** of UjjC Oood of the S(al^e«3^ in ujanjr ©C. 
'* leatial Poioti, and tfaereiisre was as Jbear* 
'* 6ly jse^doos agun^ tb^t fitB, ^ it thm 
^' ftood, as any IVIan iq the three King- 
^\ doms. But ti •General Emje in another 
'* Shape, is what I ain now an Advocate. 
<" fei:; and \ take upon nie to iay (with 4a 
<•* Appeal to every jJfctchant in the Nation 
^* for the Trath of it) that, witho^t fomc 
'* foch Thing, the Trade ot Great Bntam 
'* caimot poilibly fl.opriih, or indeed weft 
** fBl^% under f^i9h heavy jLoads of Dur 
*• tics, as ,die Jfever^ Br^ches are at prefenjf 
«* chaji^ed with j but the French^ the 
" Dutch, and all other Nations muil be 
^ able to run aijvay with it from us^ " 

■ ' I caijr 
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" Lace, Callicocs, Muflins, and all Foreign 

*' Linnen; all Foreign Wines, Arrack, Rum, 
** Brandy; all Home-diftilled Spirits, Beer> 
*' Ale, Cyder, Mum, Perry, Sweet Wines. 
^* and Vinegar; China-ware, Wrought Plate, 
** Wire, Cards and Dice ; Hides, Leather, 
" Parchment, Vellom, Paper, Pafte-board, 
« Whale-fin and Oil j CoiFce, Tea, Choco- 
*^ late, Cinnanion, Cloves, Nutmegs, Mace, 
" Ginger, Pepper ji Apothecaries Drugs; Al- 
" monds, Raifins, Plumbs, and all Sorts of 
" Grocery-ware, Moloffus, Suga,r, Soap, 
" Candles, SnufF, Starch, Tobacco, Salt and 
** Hops." Pages i6 and 17. ' 

Such a formidable Lift of taxed Common 
ditiqs is enough to frighten People, who are 
not acquainted with the Subject, fo as to 
make them believe whatever this Author 
had a Mind to tell them about our Taxes j 
but I have already laid open, what he hath 
faid upon the Ampunt of them, and all I 
mean by infcrting the preceding Lift of taxecjl 
Commodities, is, that what he hath fpeci- 
fied about Taxes and Duties, and the Rea- 
jTons why he did it, n^ay here appear, 

Thefc 
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Thefe taxed Commodities being named 
by the Author to make People believe that 
j^i6,?oo,ooo a Year is paid by England 
alone for Taxes, and he not having even' 
diftinguifhed high from low Duties, or faid* 
which of them injure our Trade, which 
help it, or which may be called neutral, 
for there are Taxes of thefe three Kinds ; 
it is evident that they could not be men- 
tioned in Confequence of the firft Part o£ 
his Title Page, and as this is the only Place 
where he hath fpecified the Taxes or Du^ 
ries of. this Kingdom, it is a plain Proof 
that hisferious Confiderations on high Duties^ 
&c. were only a Bait to catch Attention* 

CHAP. IV, 

Remarks upon the Author's Propofal for 
preventing the Running of Goods. 

TH E Author's Way to prevent the 
Running of Goods, is quite new and 
very concife, for which Reafon I fhall re-» 
late it in his own Words, 
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" Lace, Callicocs, Muflins, and all Foreign 
•' Linnens all Foreign Wines, Arrack, Rum, 
** Brandy; all Home-diftilled Spirits, Beer, 
*' Ale, Cyder, Mum, Perry, Sweet Wines. 
*' and Vinegar; China-ware, Wrought Plate, 
*^ Wire, Cards and Dice ; Hides, Leather, 
" Parchment, Vellom, Paper, Pafte-board, 
« Whale-fin and Oil; Coitee, Tea, Choco- 
*^ late, Cinnanion, Cloves, Nutmegs, Mace, 
" Ginger, Pepper; Apothecaries Drugs; Al- 
" monds, Raifins, Plumbs, and all Sorts of 
*' Grocery- ware, Moloflus, Suga,r, Soap, 
*^ Candles, SnufF, Starch, Tobacco, Salt and 
** Hops." Pages i6 ajnd 17. ' 

Such a formidable Lift of taxed Common 
ditles is enough to frighten People, who are 
not acquainted with the Subjedt, fq as to 
makp them believe whatever this Author 
had a Mind to tell them about our Taxes j 
but I have already laid opeq what he hath 
faid upon the Ampunt of them, and all I 
mean by inferting the preceding Lift of taxedl 
Commodities, is, that what he hath fpeci- 
fied about Taxes and Duties, and the Rea- 
Jfons why he did it, may here appear, 

Thefc 
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Thefe taxed Commodities being named 
by the Author to make People believe that 
j^i6,?oo,Doo a Year is paid by England 
alone for Taxes, and he not having even' 
diftinguifhed high from low Duties, or faid' 
which of them injure our Trade, which 
help it, or which may be called neutral, 
• for there are Taxes of thefe three Kinds ; 
it is evident that they could not be men- 
tioned in Confequence of the firft Part of 
his Title Page, and as this is the only Place 
where he hath fpecified the Taxes or Du- 
ties of, this Kingdom, it is a plain Proof 
that bisferious Confiderations on high Duties^ 
&c. were only a Bait to catch Attention^ 

CHAP. IV, 

Remarks upon the Author's Propofal for 
preventing the Running of Goods. 

TH E Author's Way to prevent the 
Running of Goods, is quite new and 
very concife, for which Reafon I fhall rc-t 
late it in his own Words, 
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" Lace, Callicocs, Muflins, and all Foreign 
*' Linnen j all Foreign Wines, Arrack, Rum, 
** Brandy ; all Home-diftilled Spirits, Beer> 
** Ale, Cyder, Mum, Perry, Sweet Wines. 
" and Vinegar; China-ware, Wrought Plate^^ 
*^ Wire, Cards and Dice ; Hides, Leather, 
" Parchment, Vellom, Paper, Pafte-board, 
*' Whale-fin and Oilj CofFee, Tea, Choco- 
" late, Cinnanion, Cloves, Nutmegs, Mace^^ 
" Ginger, Pepper j^ Apothecaries Drugs; Al- 
" monds, Raifins, Plumbs, and all Sorts of 
*' Grocery-ware, Moloffus, Suga,r, Soap, 
" Candles, SnufF, Starch, Tobacco, Salt and 
*/ Hops." Pages i6 ajtid 17. ' 

Such a forqiidable Lift of taxed Commo* 
ditles is enough to frighten People, who are 
not acquainted with the Subjedt, fo as to 
make them believe whatever this Author 
had a Mind to tell them about our Taxes j 
but I have already laid opeq what he hath 
faid upon the Ampunt of them, and all I 
mean by inferting the preceding Lift of taxecj 
Commodities, is, that what he hath fpeci- 
fied about Taxes and Duties, and the Rea- 
foqs why he did it, n^ay here appear. 

Thefe 
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Thefe taxed Commodities being named 
by the Author to make People believe that 
j^ 1 6,^00,000 a Year is paid by England 
alone for Taxes, and he not having even' 
diftinguifhed high from low Duties, or faid* 
which of them injure our Trade, which 
help ic, or which may be called neutral, 
• for there are Taxes of thefe three Kinds ; 
it is evident that they could not be men- 
tioned in Confequ«icc of the firft Part o£ 
his Title Page, and as this is the only Place 
where he hath fpecified the Taxes or Du- 
des of, this Kingdom, it is a plain Proof 
that hisferious Confiderat ions on bigb Duties^ 
&c. were only a Bait to catch Attention* 

C H A P. IV, 

Remarks upon the Author's Propofal for 
preventing the Running of Goods. 

TH E Author's Way to prevent the 
Running of Goods, is quite new and 
very concife, for which Reafon I fhall re-f 
late it in his own Words, 

r 
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may, if he plesScSy underftand the Ptincipfes 
of Commerce and . the trading Intereft* of 
this Nation, as well as a Merchant ; for the 
,Knowledge of Trade, as a Profeflion, is no 
•more neceflary in this Cafe, than the Know- 
ledge of Shi^-building is to the Study of 
the Mathematics. 
« • ■. 

. . Thefe are all the Remarks I have to make 
upon the Author's appealing to every Mer- 
chant in' the Nation for the Truth- of what 
he hath tekien.upon him to fay^ in regard 
jto the Neceffity of a General Tax- upon 
Houfes ; and as they are wrote with a g6od 
Ihtention, I hope they will hot be iH rgii 
cfeived. • ^ 

' S E c T, n. ' • 

Remarks upon what the Author batB infi^ 
nuated coru^erning the' AQejfment of the 

' prefent Taxes ^ Great Britain, and' upon 
the Affeffment be Hath propofidfor, aGe-^ 
neral Tax upon Houfes. 

THE two following Extrafts contain 
M/hat the Author hath inlinuated concern^ 
iog theAifefewent of our. prefent Taxe% 

" . ^ and 



( 19 ) 
and the moft material Part of what he hath 
iaid cm the Afifeflment of a General Tax 
upon Houfes. 

. " That the moft wealthy, and moft fub- 
" ftantial Part of any Nation fhould bear 
*' the greateft Part of the Burden, is cer- 
** tainly moft reafqnable, but as feldom put 
" in Pradice. But it is a Confequence of 
" the Method I propofe; and thus I prove 
'' it." Fage ij. 

" The Method I would point out for col- 
" ledling this Duty is, that every Houfe in 
" England^ which is either lett for, or in- 
"habited by its Owners, worth Two bun-- 
" dred Pounds 2l Year, or upwards, or where 
" the Inhabitant is in Poffeffion of a real 
" Eftate of One tboufand Pounds a Year, or 
" npre, let the Houfe he liveth in be great 
*' or fmall, fhould pay One hundred JPoundsi 
*' and that all Houfes may be ranged in their 
** feveral Clafles, the loweft at Five Founds^ 
" and the middle ones in Proportion, with 
% the Addition of real Eftates annexed to 
'* them. This is, in general, my Notion 
y of laying this Duty. " Page 19. 



^*?*- 
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The Author (hould have jplaced the laN 
ter of thefe two Extradts immediately after 
the formerj^ as the Proof of what he hath 
d£^ed in the one, depends upon what he 
hath propofed in the other; but inftead of 
doing this he hath feparated them, and 
filled the intervening Space with a fbphiftical 
Proof and a Digreffion about the Houfe of 
jiujiria^ the Public Supplies of Great Bri-* 
tain^ &c. 

The Author's fophiftical Proof is as fol*. 
lows. 

He propofes, that the Owners of Houies 
0)ould be exempted from paying any Tax 
lor them fo long as they remain uninhabited; 
and, that the loweft and pooreft Sort of 
People (hould likewife be exempted fronx 
paying any Tax, that thereby their Labour 
Qiigbt become fo much the cheapen 

I'HUS be proves^ that his Scheme would 
lay the greateft Pare of the Burden (Taxe^ 
upon the moft wealthy and moft fubftantial 
Part of the People of Great Britain, with- 
out mentioning one Word about them.^-^.— 

Certainly 
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Certainly this Man . would undertake t^ 
prove, .that k Cfuft of Hcead is a Shoulder 
of Mutton. ' ' ^ 

The Proof or Difprbof of this Aflcrtfcm, 
wdopendsNfintireljr upon the Afieffment thit 
the Authoi' woffldf have to be tn&de of his 
^fopofed General Tax -upon Houfes; and 
that he knew as well acs any Man -, but 
he alfo knew, that his Ajflertion might 
'he dil^roved 'by his Affeflment, and there- 
fore he hath placed them at more than two 
pAges Diftaace from each other^ without 
•-mentioning the latter as a Proof of the 

i! . ; : • "'" ' 

ri'. IJor at dSie Beginning of this Afleifijiemt, 

the Ajithor caUs it, the ,Methd be would 

point out for colleSfing this Duty^ though he 

^jJotli not thsxt fay one Word of the Mnhod 

Jt\ which he would hzM^it.colleBed^ for 

^at he treats of in Pages 28 arid 29 ; and 

jaJt ihe £ftd of .this AfflbiTment, tjie Author 

ij^lsit, Ms Mfitmy m general^ of laying 

\ihh putf,^ which Appellation is givjen, th^f 

he might have a Pretence for Jflying .frooi 

what he hath faid^ under Colour of it$ being 

^9nl^ ffis Notion. 

M Such 
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Such Artifices as thefe are not necef&ry 
to fupport a good Cauie, and the Author's 
making Uie of them is a Sort of Confeffion 
that his Scheme is a bad one : But it will 
be necefiary to lay open this Matter further, 
for when that is done, it will plably ap- 
pear, that this Projed: was framed with a 
wicked Intention. 

The Author fets out with declaring, // 
is certain^ mofi reafonable that the moft 
wealthy and moft fubftantial Part of any 
*NationJhould bear the greatejl Part of the 
Burden \ which is faid in order to niake 
People believe, that he would propofe fuch 
an Affeflment for a General Tax upon 
Houfes as ftiould be tnojl reafonable. 

He then gives his Readers to underftand, 
that what is reafonable in r^ard to the 
Affeflment of Taxes, h as feldom put in 
PraBice-y and this is faid in order to make 
People believe,, that what is reafonable and 
.propei: in this Refped, is not now praftifed 
in Great Briton. 

He 



(83) 

He nfext informs his Readers, that what 
Is moft reafonable in regard to the Aileff- 
raent of Taxes, is aConfequence oftbeMe^, 
iboJ be propojes ; which is laid in order to 
, make People believe^ that what is reafoa- 
able and proper in this Refpedt, is rtodered 
impraiflicable by the prefent Method of 
raifing the Taxes of this' Kingdom ; but 
that it would be pradicable and even a ne-- 
ceffafy Confequence of executing 1ms SchMie* 

And laftty, to prove tb^t his Scheme 
would produce the Confequence he lays it 
would, he propoies, that the hwefi and 
pooreft Sort of People Jbould be exempted from 
paying any Tax i and this is propoied, in , 
order tjiat People of the middle and lower 
ClaiTes nvght from thence conclude, that 
the Nobility and fuperior Gentry would be 
to pay a greater Proportion of the Taxes of 
this Kingdom than they now pay. 

By thefe Means the Author hath induced 

4uch of his Readers as are of the middle or 

lower Clafles to approve of his Scheme ; 

and in order to gain the Approbation of the 

M 2 Nobility 
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NoWKty and fupcrior Gentry Hkcwife, ht 
hath proe^fi^d fiieK aa ASkffmmt for a 
Generii The upon Houiss^ as wottM reduce 
their antiiial Payments for Taxes to a tweiH 
tktbj diirtietby or. a fortieth Part of tfad . 
Money at wfai<;h t^ey are now afi&fled or 
pay for Ta»e$, 

: Hk ihasty People of evciy Rank a|id Dei* - 
gree ^e etcher told or giv^n to undi^ftand^ 
that* their Paymefite for Taxes would be 
touch leflened if this Scheme was to take 
Place I and yet it is to raif* Srxmllimscf 
Bhunds^ a Year in Time erf Peace, opoii.tlw 
People of ^^/rfw^ oidy,t which I ^rebeiid* 
to he full as much as tibdy paid fttf Ttecs\ 
bdfora thejaft War/' ^ . . - 

^ So that thereitmft be a^Deceptioft kiibme 
OF oihtx of thefe Things^ for thevftme Sum 
of Money is to be annually faifed, fe^iei- 
People are to contribute towards it, and 
thofe who are to be Contributors, are to 
pay a gr^at deal lefs than they did before: 
Now it is fevident that all* this cannot pof- * 
fibly be, and I flialt fhew that it is nothing 
trtore dian a wicked Contrivance ta deceive 

People 



People xrf 41 ;R«Rte ^WHI rEtegrecs^ intoaiu 
ApprQh^ti<^,^£^ ftrilioaii PrajedL : 

In order to fliew this in a fatisfaftory 
Manner^, it will be.necdi^y M^iiKiuif&htiw 
many People there are in England, and 
what theijp Incomes ^ Ej^{)eaGe6 adtbitnt 

tfi an4^^l¥^''^'^^^^ '^^^^^ ^ ^-'^ 

adly Gp: loeairly a^ia-taijbed^ y^t^* what haf 
been wrotermpon tkem w^l^-aA^ar the pre^' 
f^ Pttfp^ -md f fl)^ t^thfiBi h^ td' 
favour this Sdiemcw .;/. 

; The N^inber ^ Ptoi^ iti EnjflmABsiA' 
WaUs wais^'calcukted by Sk Wiitiam'JPnaf 
to be Sevea millions Three hundred and 
Sb«y-niife^ifo«^«4: » ^^^ itiSa^ tAit 
tha^ GenctettMn ]pcria^, i9^6d bty Q^ain 
Graunt'^ Obfervatk)hSf0i9^*the Bilk^of Mar* 
tality, and he fouidet} fiis mediumi ^6sm-' 
ber qF Burials in I^4^(^ upon only Two * 
Yea^s .( 1 68» i and 1 618 9 ) oijn^ of which hap-^ 
pening to.be very u^eakhfiiU made Ms" 
M^i^mt^o high ]. f0( tl^e. med»im:N«m^ . 
ber of Baria[is inl/Mi^fbr Teh Years,, froia. 
1676 to 1685 both inclufive, waa only. 
Twenfy-onc tbaufand Two hundred aiid 

Ninety- 
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Niii€ty*two; and Sir WiBiam ^titft me* 
dium Number k. Twenty* two thntjand 
Three hundred and Thirty-one. 

That Gentlenoan'fi Words are as Mo w. 

" We alfo iay, that Six huridrcd and 



«c 



Six^-nine tboufand Nine hundred and* 
'* Thirty, is near the Number (rf People 
*^ now in Ltnukn^ bccaufe the Burials are 
** Twenty-two thau/and Three hundred and 
** Thirty-one, which multipKed by Thirty 
" (one dying yearly out of 30, as appears 
^^« in the 94*^ Page of the aforementioned 
*^ Obfenrations) maketh the fidd Number. 

, *^ -*— i The Affdflhient {taxei) <^ London 
*\ is about an eleventh Pirt of the whole 
" Tcrritory(E«^Ai«lfand^^/?i), and there- 
" fore the People of the Whole may well ^ 
"be eleven Times that of Lmdonj viz. 
.*^ about Seven millions Three hundred and 
•* Sixty-nine thaufand Soals.*' Pages 12 
and 13 in the late Edition of Sir fT. Petty's 
EflSiys, printed for J. Sbuckburgh, J. Wbif 
ton, kc. 

From 



( 87 ) 

From hence it appears, that Sir JFilUam 
Petty tcx)k Thirty Years for the medium 
Length of Life in London^ and multiplied 
the Burials in Lmdon by that Number : but 
according to the Bills of Mortality for Tea 
Years, ending in 1737, the medium Length 
of Life in London is only Twenty -four 
Years; and this nearly agrees with Mr 
Ksng*s Calculation of it, in Dr Davenanf% 
-EflSiy on the Balance of Trade (Page 20, 
Scheme yf) where it is made 24.1 Years 
— that is Twenty-four Years and gne-tenth 
Part of a Year. 

Thefe Errors being redified, the Number 

€f People in England and Wales in the Year 

1682, will be fomewhat le(s than Five /»//* 

Utms Six hundred and Twenty-two tboujand^ 

acc(»ding to Sir William Petty s Method of 

,<:alcukting them j and this Number does not 

inoch exceed the beforem^ntioned Mr 

King's Calculations m)ide for the Year 

1688 J according to which there were then 

in England and Wales^ Five millions Five 

, hundred tbotifand Five hundred and Twen^ 

People, mmm See Dr Davenant on the Ba* 

.^ce of Trade^ Page 22, Scheme Z>. t. 

So 



So that there is no material . Dlilerencc 
. between the Calculations oF thofe two ingo- 
'nious Writers; and as V>fTXavenant hij% 
that Mr -KV^'s Calculations fire very accu-^ 
rate, I wiil rate the Number of* People now k 
England {tJuAn^iwc oiWales) at Sijc ovHlions^ 
wJiich is near Four iuxndred tboojdnd move 
than (hould be xeckoned, according to Mr 
J(sng\ Table of Increafe. See Pag^ 19 Qf 
the Book before referred to. . 

The Expcnces of the People ef England 

arc calculated by Sir JVilliam Petty at Seven 

Ptmnds u Tiaf for eacb Perfoo upon an 

Aviecage; and their yearly Zncoines are.cal- 

.Ci!ftla$«d by Mr Kir^ fit SevenBdundsEighliW 

iSii^ffgs ftK^rnhPorlbn .itpobaniilvemgei; 

i^Ot J will &Ly^£%gbt Pwmh^ and^cn, die 

.Number df Peoi^ibebg fut^tSixin^Sm, 

jht Incom^^-of aU 'the Pec^kin Bjngbmd 

•onfy, yX^B\^ Brtyneigbt n^m^ 

Thefe firft Principles Oxiog dfUUkhed, 

-it (.wiUbeoafy 'fitom -them tofomra tekn^ 

^||ood ^dgment of tic Affefltoent propofe^ 

for 



£x adenrial Tax i^aHotiii»; iotodtd 
thoioFbf^-^^^ a^Qient of Ponnds, Eftg» 
AiMi^^C^tar ol the.^«jce6 n^Od In dl Grti^ 
JIMtmUf iito ho pmA. 

And as that Afl*e0hient is fbttntd for tfaei 
t^^gfii Sifi miUivu t^ Pounds a Tear in 
Tils^ofK«t€iB, w^ England ovAy I Ivi'A 
tbifff ipfv l^iDiGh . a Faisily of each Rank^ 
Degree or Oafs, would be to pay towards 
Hm&it, if tfaip Mone^ Was to be equally af- 
%^ upoa tl» Wealthy, the Subftantial 
«nd th« PoQr» in Frofiortiofi to their In-' 

CCMBC8* 

I wiU lUlcewiie i(bew how mudi aFamily 
of "tacli Rknk, Degree or' Clafs paid a Year 
for Taxes before the prefent War, accord- 
mg to ibme Calculations of Taxes lately 
publiibed j as the Reader will thereby fee^ 
now £ir the Legiflature has been pleafed 
wifely to deviate from an equal Afleflment, 
by increafing the Taxes of the Wealthy/ 
iand leflcning the Taxes of the poorer Sort^ 
for the common Good of ALL. 

' And I fliaH'coQtraft Uta&.Notm of an 
A^ment. fer « General Tax upon Houfes . 
N witfti 



( 9* ) 

tifith the ptfadf two Afi^flitiehta; that the 
Difference between EQyiTY and WI8^ 
DOM on theoneHand, and INIQUITY 
and CUNNING on the other Han^i 
may he more ftrikbg. 

, This Contrail is made m ^tate N? L to 
which the Reader is defired now to refer, 
as what follows depends upon that State. 

The Iniquity of this propofed Afieifinent 
for a General Tax upon Houies is (b glaring 
that it would be lofing Time to lay any thing 
upon it ; but the Cunning of that Afleflment 
IS not fo very apparent, for which Reafon I 
fhall employ a little Time in pointing it 
out. 

There are few People in this Kingdom 
but what know that the Wealth and Naval 
Power of it were derived from, and. are 
fupported by, our foreign Trade; arid fuch 
Perfons as know this muft likewife know, 
that whatever Taxes may be made neceflary 
by War, it is for the Intepft of the whole 
Nation that they fhould be fo laid as to 
ufFed our Trade as little as poffible. 

For 
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Tor if Tmcfe d<^ our Mamifai^urcrs 
and Labourers will want Employment, our 
6bi^ing^ ftod Seamen will decreaie^ the 
Rente of Lands will fall, the Poors Rates 
wili,rife, ^d the Trcafure of the Nation 
witt^diniinifli. * .. 

. To prevent which lad and nafiohal Mis- 
fortunes it if , that Land is fo highly taxed^ 
in brder that Induftry, which is the main 
Spring of Commerce, might ad with greater 
yigbuV; .and that our Gold and Silver, 
wMch are the Wheels of Trade as well as 
the- Sinews . of War, might move more 
frieely. '/y . ^ . • 

. Now the Afflbffmcnt propofed by this 
PrgeiStbr is contrived to difcourage InduA 
try. and to clog'the Wheels of Trade, tho* 
it doth not appear to be fo atfirft Sights 
for thaloweft and pooreft Sort of People 
are to be exempted from paying any Tax, 
that thereby their Labour might become Jo 
much the cheaper^ and realEJiates are to be 
taxed : But I (hall remove this falfe Scene, 
^d.expdfe the Mifcries it was intended to 
Kg conceal, 



conceal^ dli exhibited in real life ao4 por^ 
Iraled in die Faqes ofa raided Pc6plt 
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' Accc^ding todie prefent lyHc Method of 
^effinjg the Taxes of this Jtitigdofti, a 
Nobleman or Gentteman who hath a^ 
Eftate of Twenty thpufand Pbunds a Yeaf*' 
in Lapd, pays out of jt.for Taxes no le6 
than l^our thpufand Three hundred afid Serf 
fOentyreight Pounds Eighteen ^Mlliti^s a Teaf 
in Time of Peace : But according to the 
Aflcflmeiit prppofed by this ProjdStor, fudt 
a Nobleman, or Gentleman would be to pay 
tio more for Taxes than One hundred Pounds 
a Year in Time of Peice, which is lefs tha^ 
|Jie other Sum by ;f 427? ? 18 : 0/ "' 

And as the Public Supplies mu^ be raifcd^ 
Jt would of courfe follow^ that this5umbf 
Pour ihoufand Two 

pounds Paghieeti Shtllitfgs would be to be 
made up by increafing|he Taxes of Fami- 
lies of fome other Ranks^ Degrees br'Claflcs:* 
It wiljl therefore he neceflary to trace this 
Matter, and fee who would be to make 
good iKxs'oaJl 'Deficiency in the faxes of 
pfic fihgle FamHy,' and that not thcTichcif 
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In^ Kingdom* lor - there aie ft«siilB»A 

^TQur Qsficiaix^ is ndt to tc tnade jgooi 
bf NabktaietotirGa^daBa who ImveTeB 
ilhoij&ndifiaoiiflsaYaD! ead)« iaLaiiit; :far 
iitd) a NoUeman or Gentleman id to pt|c 
0olyOfiebmdriNiPotauisi.Yceci triuchis 
9«w tbotffiaul mdNindyifiveH Pmmk Sk» 
tun SbilHngt i. Y^r fefs than his $faflr6 of 
X«ie& coxDJti to kTiuieof Peace, apraid^ 
log tpliieapefeBt Method aof.affiffing;. . . >. 

This DeHdency is not to he flMdegtnd 
i>7 Noblemen or Gentlemen whohave£/^i&f, 
fiM, F^r<t Tcrot or 0«r /^<^^</ PdundMi 
Year in Land j for fudk Noblem^ orOooK 
tUanea acfe to pay Ow hundred PnmAn 
Year neh, and m ware% and this is only a 
fi&ueatiefitbt tbirtemibt Bigbtb, Fota-tb qc 
Second pMrt of thev I^inenta fin* Taxes in 
Thne of Peao^ accQiding to the prefent 
Meih,bd o£ afifeffing. , 

• Nor h fim Defidency to be made.gooi 
hy an^ Bart' of the landed Interest, ibr tho^ 
rfolM^snA mentioned, yet,. it is mani-^ 

feft 
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left that ih^ are not.a£eflfeds becaiijfe.£ 
poor Fanner or . a poor iTradefiaim^. wfaofe 
Income may be about Forty Pounds a Tear 
Irmld.be to/^zj Fhe.Poimds'^taSf.tfifXQ^ 
wards this OeneralrTiDC uponrHooles.: and 
if a .Merchaht^'having an Inoome of One 
tboufand Pounds aTear anfing firom Trade 
or Money, was ta\bc aflefTed in\ that Pro- 
portion, he would.be to pay'O/Mr hundred 
(md TwentyrJhePounds 'y whoneasVa Gen*. 
^cmaA h^ing: a reoliEftate of Qmjboufani 
Pounds aTear^.Wtsoi to.payiD0^2than<>i2^ 
hundred Pounds, from whence it is evident 
Oat^^fb/rJ^^f/^rarenot afTdTed. CI ': ' 

» 'And' as the Pit>jed:br)prq)btes^v that the 
k>w^ and pooceil Sort of;Pe6pleT('ikfeB»«- 
faSurers imd Ldbom'&s) {ho\x\d dbe entirely 
ex^n^ted firom pajk^ any Tax;,iknoft all 
the Taxes of thig! Kingdom /would , be 
thrown . upon our Trade, the, Codpt^^uence 
of /which wpnld \k, the entire DeftmSiou 
of it: for the Farmer, xht principal Manur 
faSiurer, the Tradefman and the Merchant, 
by whom Trade is chiefly managed, woiild 
be to pay, over .and above their' prefent 
Taxes, Uie Taxes of the Manufa^urers 

an4 
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zadLahurers^ moftof the Taxes now paid 
by the Nobility, and fuperifit Gentry^ and 
about two Parts in three of the Land T!ax. 

So that Brifijh Commodities and Manu^ 
fafiureSy , va^tieA-oi being fold at as low or -a 
lower Ratfjban can be afforded by other Na^ 
tions,jSLS this wicked Projedtpr pretends th^ 
would {inPage iy\ muft neceflarily be 
much dearer than they are at prefenti be^ 
ciiufc the People . principally, concerned ► ia 
Growings MfinufaBuring and Exporting 
them, would be to pay nSuch more for 
Taxes, than they and our Labourers^ Manu-- 
JuBurers and Seamen all together^ now pay; 
.andboniequently, they muft fell their C^/»« 
modities aod ManufaSfures fo much dearer 
oathat Account. ^ 

From hence it is evident, that this Af- 
fcflment is.ndt a NOTION lightly taken 

•up, as the Projedlor pretends it is, but 
a deep laid Contrivance to dcftroy our 
rTRADE; and in order to accelerate this 
Peftrudion, the Projedtor propofes, thstt 

, the Public ^Supplies in Time of ^^r fhouM 
aJl be raifed within tke Tear. , 

'-' , His 
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liii Wonk am 99 fottow. 

** If, in future Times, the Public ihonld 
^ want f» n^ ft gnater %uki ifor dwair- 
^^ rent Seiviees of the YcoT) it ayght «a%. 
«<^beproeiiied by adding fot vwry MSUloa 
«* {^fPmtdi > they w«aMd, oao-fixtb iWt 
•< upon evei^ Heofe) apd 4ich an A<icUtii)M 
«f would bejrailedvrithiaiiieYtar) aTfaia§ 
^ greatly defiraJble 1^ ercty Body^ and tka 
« Wa«t of «vhi(pk has beta thft^mla aT 
<<^ our prcftDC Debt." Page z<k 



Tlu» is reattjF a Maftefw|)ioor ef . 
iinr liie Author hath touched uppa a. Stnni; 
tiiat he . knew wrould move every ' Wett^ 
vri(her to this Kingdom > and I wItt ▼an«' 
ture to fay, that a -more wicked Ufe waa 
never yet made of the Detita whicb a Sbc- 
ceflion of es^teofive Wars have facongbt 
lipcMi tins Nation. 

It is. certainly true, Aat not ts^ag the 
public SnppUes in Timeof War, witUn Ae 
YeaTy has been the Cauie of the pidbit 
Public Debt ; but it isalfotru^ dut raifing 

thir 
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tlje Public SuJ>^lies in Timd of War, ac^ 
i:ording to this wicked Aflfeffmcfilt, Wotdd, 
in a few Years, deftroy our Trade. 

, Atid Ihit it Was intcndcd^fo to do, I make 
not the leaft Doubt, not do I believe thai 
the ft^dcr vrih be iir any poubt of it, whcii 
he Hath feetf tllfe Conkaft I hav^ made ^r 
Utaeof War, bitvi^n lh<i prefentAflcff- 
ftiiiht of xJQf Tax^s, att ecjual Aflcflinent 6f 
fKefiij an(}'the1^rojeaor*s Afleflpient for ? 
G^cneral Tar qpon Houfes, 

-III the State of Taxes for Time of Peace, 
B^taniTs Quota of Tkxcs Is put at ISt^i 
HiiHiMs i^fPwhds a Teari and in this State 
Ic* Tmt ofWar, the laid Quota of Taxe$ 
is* ^ut at Nine mil It ens of Pounds a Tear^ 
wteth Sdtti, I apprehend would be nearly 
if h6t compleatly raifec} jrt Englandy for 
this prcfent Yesif 1757: If thp Land Ta^ 
was affcfled at full Four Shillings jn the 
fmnd of thfe pfefent Value of the JLainds of 
England \ and Families of different Ranks, 
Degrees and Clafies, paid as much for Taxes 
6n confumable Commodities, as they afc 
/tafculitcd 10 pay, in the CalcuktionS of the 
O prcfenf 



( 98 ) 

prefcnt faxes for a Family of eadi Rank^ 
&c. beforementioDed. 

, For Dr Davenant was of Opmion, that 
a Land Tax of Four Sbiltings in the Pounds 
carefully levied^ might raife Three millions 
of Pounds a Tear (See his EJfay mJVays 
and Me am ^ Page 109); and that is no^ 
about Sixty Yeai^ ago, fince which, the 
Laods of England have been greatly .im- 
proved in Value, by which I mean,, that 
they are lett for much more Money. . , 

I mention thefe Things, that it may not 
be thought I have made an: un^tirCoqipAr 
rifon between our prefcnt Taxes and the. 
ProjciSlor's Afleflhient for Time of War 5 
and mufi now defire that the Reader will 
turn to State N^ II. which is formed in the 
fame Manner as the other State fqf Time 
of Peace, before referred tg. 

By this State it appears, that the Taxes 
of a Nobleman or Gentleman who hath an 
Eftate of Twenty thouland Pounds, a Yespj 
in Land, come to no lefs than iSix tboufand 
Three hundred ana Seventy- eight J^qunds 

Eighteen 
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EigbMn ShilKfggs a Tear, ^cakdkig to the 
prcfeiit wife Methiod c^ afleffing the Taxes 
of this Nation : But according to the AP- 
feflment propofed by thisProjeapr, theTaxes 
of fuch a Nobleman or Gendeman would 
come to no more than One hundred and 
Pift^Pounds a Tear, which is lefs than the 
other Sum by JC6228 : 18 : o. 

So wicked a Propofal could never be made 
by a good. Man or a Well-wiftier to Great 
Britain I for here is no lefs than Six tbou^ 
Jand H^mo hundred and Twenty-eight Pounds 
Eighteen Shilling a^ Tear, taken from the 
Taxes of a great Family, in order to be laid 
upon middling or poorer Families ; which 
Sum is equsd to the Taxes now paid by a 
Tboufand induftrious Farmers and Trades^ 
men; and as much ks is paid for Taxes by 
Six thoufand Hufbandmen and Woollen Ma^ 
nufaSiurers, for themfelves and their Fami* 
lies. 

But a Farmer or Tradefman, who hath 
an Income of only Forty Pounds a Tear, 
would be to pay Seven Pounds Ten Shillings 
out of it ; whereas, he now pays no mqre 
than Four Pounds a Tear for Taxes ; and if 
O 2 he 
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^ iiath A muneroiM Family to nuMJitaitii 
QtM under Miafortuhesi he tmy ttdvw btf 
Taxes, 

thp Family of fuch a Fanner or 'tndeb' 
man may dripk five or ^x Barrels of/Ue^ 
an4 fen w twelve Barrel^ offmaU.Beert 
yearly, without paying more, than *nree 
Pounds a Tear for Taxes j and he may re- 
duce his Taxes to Forty .SU/liugssLYeu, 
1)irithout debarring his Family of any of tfad 
Neccffarica of Life. — - So wifdy are the 
Taxes of this Kingdom laid, that every 
Man is left to aflefi a great Part of his 
TaxeSi 

This Method of affcffing Taxes is fuited 
to the Gen/us of the People and the Nature 
tfwr Cmfiitution^ iot Wifdoni and Liberty 
go Hand in Hand» and they are fupported 
hyGncord^ Plenty^ Riches and Power: But 
h«t comes a hardy and wicked Projedlor, 
who hath dared to fet at Nought the Wif- 
dom ftofen whence, under Provideocev thefe 
xaHiiy atld great Felicities flow; and, by a 
fafi^nating Cunnings hath fo chmiged the 
Appearanoe of Things; that Good ieems to 
lie E«l; and Evil Good. 

- ' There 
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the(i& is not the k^ft paagqr of this r^kl^ 
oqs PrQ)e£b ever being carried into Extcii^ 
tion I but I mud beg Leave to fuppofe |t 
had been carried into Execution when thd 
li^ft War Mth: FH^NCB broke out, for 
thca this PROJECT &r{k APPEARED i 
and i (ball poinc oat the Cbnibquenc^ df 
}t^ as the re^lAg ofthemsriil prd)aU)^diA 
poife fotne worthy Perfons^ who have inlid^ 
cebtly b^n Advooates for this Prc^e^ to 
revere the Wifdom that this wicked F^oi 
J6d(^ hath fa artftiUy tcadiicod* ^ T 



Jtt the ftrft Place, the Public 
imift havQ b^en all m&d: viidiSxi the Yetf; 
fvhiph woitid hv^ nearly dovUed theiTdbtes 
of the trading Part of the Nation f and by 
Confequence, have made our Commodities 
and ManuAdiire^ fo mudi deaner at foreign 
Market^ thsA in rauft have loft moft of 
pur TradA withiM^ NationSi : > - 

This was thi^ pdndpal Reafbns<why'(bA 
Projeao/ pmpofei .that all the Pubi4o^8tfp-' 
plies inTime of War jfhould be ][aiied wftW 
the Year} ^ in order lo trover his^VealDe-^ 
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figdy he touches upon the National Debt^ 
and tells People, that not raffing the Sup- 
fUiS ivithin the Tear, has been the Caufe 
vfit. ' . . I. : • . 

t . > . • 

- In the fecoiid Place, the Public Suppiies 
muft have been raifed out of the Current 
'Money of the Kingdom, for the vafl Sums 
ofMoheyin ^^^Bank of England, and in 
the l^ds of Bankers and monied Men, 
could hot then have been u(eful in fupply- 
ing.the Public Exigencies: Nor could this 
Money have been of much Ufe to People in 
Trade, becaufe it would have been lent at 
h^h Interef)^, which would have further 
ei^hanced the Ptice^ of our Commodities 
and Mana£idares, and have compleated the 
lR»n of our foreign Trade. 

In the third Place, raifing the Public Sup<» 
pliet within the Year would have deprived 
the Nation of all Afliftance from foreign 
Money, for the Dutch and other Nations 
«c3iuld not then have lent any Money to this 
Govemntentsbttt on the contrary, would 
l^^t been apt tio withdraw their EfFeds out 
«f tl^s jKingdom) .upon findiiq; it in the 
ii cmfujed 
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cmfufed and ruinous State to wh,ich this 
diabolical Prcjcd was lot^ckMi tp fiaye ret 
duG9d U. 

J migbt purfue this Matter further, but 
1. think 1 Wci fi^Uy proved that this Projeft 
was foiipe^- with A wicked InccjRtion, which 
is ail I intended to do in this Section ; and 
I hope that whax I have here faid will be 
C9nfidered by %hPerfons as are very dcr^ 
firbuVthat^the JPublic Supplies in Time of 
V\rv^l5ii3Wl3^^i be raifed within the Year* 

^ 'lw6iJld'not''by .this ht Undtfrftood to 
iflkb'/'tftat'die ?^c SapjiUfsIn Time ojF 
\^r taWot' ajf be; rdfcd, withirf.the Year,' 
foP)t'tndy i3§'efd(3jCablQ arid*pro^r at one 
Inilfte'lo'riife tiifeiniri that Manner^' though, 
rfot sSwayVl^'V put \ am "humbty of Opi- 
nion, that the firft Step ^towards fuch % 
Meafure (hould be a Re-affefment of the 
Land TtfAT, fori if the landed-Intereft doth 
not pay moft of the Money, , | think ths 
trading Ihte^eil canqot, V . - 

I (hall conclude this iSediort with an Ex-. 
tiae^jftqq\,IVlr:,^4/$iPgpere rc|<idiJg to 

"Ate 

V « M 1 1 4 - 
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- •* hs^ax lind ttfxm Lah4 fccms hard to 
'< the Landholder, becaoie it is ib metcft 
" Money going vjfibly out of his Ppck^ ; 
••and therefore, as an EfUb to himfetf,. th^ 

* Landholder is always fd^afd to Uy'H 
^lipon Commodities, fiyt 'if he tvill 
•'^ii^rbughly con0der jt^ an^l exaniine the 

* Eiffel, he will find h^huys this feemTng^ 
«'*feafe at'a;v% de^l^'^te:; And thougfe^ 
•* he pays .not this Tax imniediatety out o| 
'' his own Piirfe, yet hii Pirfft will fed H 
*\bY a greater, Want of Mon^.. there a^ ^ 
VEnd oif^ the Year, tbuii; th^t o^m^ 19^ 
^' with the le0e;iiQg of his i^ents tq hiffj^f 
^ which is a iettled and hefting £vi),,ti^i[ 
^' vsrilL Aick upon him beyond the ptpfya^ 
^'.Pi(prment.V\— •• Second £^^ in izzpo^ 
printed ]4^/?^ 1696, p2ix4f^J^^g^s ^B^p^ 

::r* - "* "-*-** \' ; i: ' •/■ i.: ' 4 * V.::. ^s. 

^f^^ 'Confiqtieticti of a' General Tax Hdoh 
HouJeSt m regard to our Treaith ana 
. ^rffde'Wff If, 'other N^tio^^i ... . , " q j 

c^F idl-thti Fttblic Sallies Mtm^t&'Vi 
railed by a Gcnertd 'TPw' UjJOn Holfii^V 
** there 
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there could jiot be any Duties laid upoft 
ibreign CommcJdities or Manufa(Sures; and 
Corifequently, the Importation^of them into 
this Kingdom, muft either be quite free or 
abiblutely prohibited. 

iFor it would not then be practicable to 
perihit the Tniportation of foreign Goods, fo 
as to prelerve Peace and Priendfliip between 
this and other Nation?, and yet confine the 
Confumption of thofe Goods within fuch 
Bounds as to prevent their much injuring- 
our (5wh ManufaiSlures 5 and jfo, that the 
Cofnipodities of different Countries might 
be favoured or reftrained here, according 
as thie Coniumption of Britijh Commodi- 
ties* and Manufadlures is favoured or te* 
ftraitied by Duties laid on them there, 

Thefe Rellraints on foreign Good$ could 
not then be laid, for every Species of them 
ipuft, in that Cafe, either be imported with- 
out paying any Duty^at all, or abfolutely 
prohibited; and this would produce new 
Prohibitions or Duties on BritiJJo Goods in 
other Countries, and involve both our Tradq 
gnd Natipn in Confufion, 

P For 
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For it would not then be poffible to keep 
the Treaties of Commerce, now fubfifting 
between Great Britain and other Nations^ 
from being broken ; or to carry on our fo- 
reign Trade in any Way^ but what would 
fooner or later ruin our own Manufaduries, 
deftrpy our Trade and Naval Power^ and 
reduce the Kingdom to Poverty and Weak- 
nefs. 

it is well known that the moft profitable 
Branches of our foreign Trade are thofe car- 
ried on with Spain and Portugal^ and that 
our Trade is more beneficial to thofe Coun- 
tries than any other Branch of their foreign 
Trade 5 and yet Britijh Merchants are hot 
permitted to import our Commodities into 
thofe two Kingdoms, and to export from 
thence the Commodities there produced^ 
\vithout paying Duties. 

So that it would be abfurd to think of 
prohibiting the Importation of Wines, Oils 
and Fruits, of the Growth of thofe two 
Countries, into Great Britain y and yet wc 
are not for this Reafon to run into the other 

Extremal 
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ExtfiHne, of permitting thofc Commoditwj 
to be imported into this Kingdom,- without 
paying lany Duties at all. 

But this Scheme for aGeneral Tax upoij 
Houfes^ admits of ho other Alternatives than 
an abfolute Prohibition or free Importation 
of the Commodities of Spain ^ Portugal^ 
iSind every other Country; fo th^t if it was 
to be put in Executjion, there would not be 
ji PofBbility of carrying on thofe two benefi- 
cial Branches of our foreign Trade, without 
fuftaining a great Lofs one Way or other* 

For xfGfeat Britain was to prohibit the 
Importation of Wines, Oils, Fruits, &c, 
from Spain and Portugal^ the Governments 
of thofe Countries would undoubtedly pro- 
hibit the Impbrtation or lay very high Du- 
ties upon PUT Woollen ManufaSlures^ &c. 
ajid we ihould lofe all or moft of our Trade 
jhcre : Or if the iaid Wines, Oils, Fruits, 
&c. were permitted to be imported into this 
Kingdom without paying any Duties at all^ 
.the Confumption of them would be much 
increafed here, to the Prejudice of our own 
Jpomrpodities, and to the leflening of the 
P 2 Balance 
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Balance piaid this Natlop in Money by S^n 
iindPortugaiy for our Merchants who trade 
there would ftill be to pay the fame Duties 
for their Goods, as they now pay. 

I know it may be faid, that though this 
Scheme for a General 'Tax upon Houfes^ 
would break through the Treaties of .Com^' 
merce now fubfifting between Great Bri^ 
iainy Spain and Portugsl^ yet new Treaties 
might be made fo as to prevent the Lofles I 
have mentioned ; but this would be talking 
at Random, for it is ridiculous to think that 
the Kings of Spain and Portugal would give 
up fo great a Part of their Revenues as arifes 
from the Duties on Britijh Commodities 
and Manufadtures imported into their Do^ 
minions; and from the Wines, Oils, Fruits, 
Wool, Cochineal, G?c, exported from thence 
Xo Great Britain. 

And they would be under a Neceffity of 
either doing this, or of raifing on their Sub^ 
jedls or other Branches of foreign Traldc, 
fuch higher Duties as would make up the 
peficiencies in their Revenues, by taking 
off all Duties on their Trade with this 

Kingdom; 
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Kingdon^ J ot laftly^ they woUld be obliged 
to alter their Commercial Laws^ and to p»t 
their Revenues upon the fame Footing a3 
thi^ Projcdlor would have thofe of Great 
Britain to bej and the Improbability of 
any of thefe Things being done, is fo great, 
that one may fafely venture to fay they ne- 
Vipr will be done* 

What I h&ve faid of our Trade with Spain 
and Portugal^ may be applied to our Trade 
withltaiy^nd Turky^for both thofe Branches 
are advantageous to the Nation as they ar« 
now carried on f but it is to no Purpofe tp 
expeft that the Governments of thofe Coun- 
tries will alter their Conjmerpial Laws, put 
their Public Rev?pues under new Regula- 
tions, or excufe Britijh Merchants from 
paying fuch Duties as are paid by the Mer- 
chants of other Nations who trade there. 

And ^s it is in vain to expedt that any 
gf thefe Things will be done by thofe Go- 
vernments, it would be injuring our own 
Trade, to take off the Duties now paid for 
Wines, Oils, Fruits, Raw Silk, and full ma- 
.nufaftured Goods imported froiji Italy and 

furky J 
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5FWrlf ; for that wooM be giving theirGoods 
an Advantage here, without receiving an 
Advantage upon our Goods exported there. 

Such arc the Loflcs which this Projei^ 
would bring upon our Trade with Spain^ 
Portugal^ Italy md Turfy; and thebifE- 
culties It would bring the Nation into with 
regard to EbllanJ, are fuch as could not b? 
fefely removed ; For the Dutch purchafe 
great Quantities of our Commodities, we 
buy many of theirs, and generally fpeaking, 
both Nations have thought it for their mu* 
tiial Intereft to be upon good Terms ; but 
this Scheme for a General Tax upon Houfes 
would make it impoflible to preferve our 
Trade and good Underftandirig with that 
Republic, 

For if the fine Linens, Sail-Cloth, Whale*- 
Fins, Spices, and a vaft Number of fmall Ar^r 
ticles which are now imported from Hoilan J 
into thisKihgdom, were to be prohibited, thq 
Dutch would undoubtedly do the fame by 
our Commodities, and no longer think their 
Intereft at all connefted with that of Great 
Britain^, or if fine Linens, Sail-Cloth, 

Whale- 
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Whale-Fins, Gftf. were permitted to be k^^ 
ported into this Country from Holland^ 
without paying any Duties ^t all, our Linen 
Manufadurics in Scotland 9sA Ireland^ and 
qqrWh^e and other Fiftierics would be 
tnuch diflrefTed, and fome of them tQtaUy 
ruined^ 

It will be needleis to mentbn what maUt, 
happen to our other Branches of fcx-eign 
Trade^ if this Scheme was to be carried intd 
Execution, as it would only be a Repetitiofi 
of Lofles and Difficulties of the fame Kind 
with thofe I have mentioned; for they 
could not be iafely removed in any one In* 
frauce : So that the Confequences of a Gene-- 
ral Tax upon Bouf^s^ in regard to our Trea^ 
ties and Trade with other Nations^ arc briefly 
thefe. 

Our Treaties of Comiperc? would all be 
bfoke^ withou>t a Podibility of renewiBg 
them fo as to iieciirQ pur Trade in the Man* 
ner ijt is now fecur^d- and the .Want of 
fuch Security could only be fupplied by ab^' 
folute Prohibitions on foreign Commoditici 
and Manufa(3:ure& : So. that this Nation 

would 



Wbbld either be to quarrel with moft ot 
the Powers in Europe^ and to deftroy oUf 
foreign Trade ; or elfe be obliged to facri- 
fice it, 4n order to preferve the Friendfliip 
of fuch Nations as this Kingdom is now id' 
Alliance or Amity with. 

I {hall conclude this Se<£tion with an Ex-^ 
tratS from Dr Davenant's firft Report to. 
The Honourable CommifBoriers for ftating 
the ^Public Accounts of this Kingdom, in 
the Year 1712, 

« b— - The beft Cburfe of putting a Stop 
*« to lofing Trades, are fumptuary Laws, 
" and good Examples from the Courts 
** which may effedtually difcouragey^r^/^« 
*^ Fajbions and the Ufe of foreign Apparel 
" This does the Work without giving Of^ 
" fence to your Neighbours by Prohibitions^ . 
** which beget fuch Animofities between 
*< Countries (one ftill outvying the other)' 
*^when Injuries of this Kind are beguui 
" that at lafl a third People, as Mr Mun 
*^ remarks in his Book of Trade, ransaway 
*^ with thofe Traffics, by which both were 
".formerly Gainers." Page 50. 

* * Sec t. 
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Sect. IV. 

7be, Con/efuences of a General Tax upm 
iloufes^ in regard to our own Commodities 
and ManufaSiures. 

I HAVE ihcwn, that the Jffejfm'ent pro- 
pofed by this Prcgcftor is contrived to ruin 
our Trade, by tfcffowing moft of the Taxes 
now paid by the Nobility and fupcrior 
Gentry, (Sc. upon the trading Part of .the ' 
People of this Nation; and I (hall now 
fliew, that the l^ax for which that Afleflr- 
ment was projedled, is a wicked Contri- 
vance to throw all the Duties now laid on 
foreign Comriioditles and Manufadtures, 
upon the Commodities and ManufaSiures of 
Great Britain. 

T^ Impcn-tation of foreign Comniodrties 
and Manu&dhires into this Kingdoqi, can- 
not be prevented or reftrained by any other 
Means than Prohibitions or high Duties ; 
and it is evident from what I have faid in 
the preceding Sedlion, that fuch Prevention^ 
and 'Reftraint could not be efFefled by Pro-* 
biHtionsi fo that they mud either be ef- 
k&ed by high Duties^ or nc^ at ajl. 

Q^ Now 



Now HIGH DUTIES arc the very 
Things which this Projeftor hath artfully 
mveighed againft throaghout his whdit 
Scheme: xtndir Pretence^ that our foreign 
Trade is in very great Dangir of being 
ruined by them; bu< m Redliiy^ i\6ii^c^ 
vent his being flifpeded of contriving the 
Ruin of our foreign Trade by btgber Du^ 

For this Propofal^ to raife aU tbf PublHi 
Supflia by 6ne Jingle Tax' upon Houfesy is in 
Fa£t a Propofizl to rmfexall the Public Sup^ 
pHes by one General lax. upon the Cotpmodi^ 
ties and Manufatiures ^ Great Britain f 
And it is furprizing to me, rfjat • iexer^ 
Writers who have treated of this ^roje^^ 
fhould not find out, that raifing all the 
Public Suf^tes by a General Tax xx^oiCthe 
Houfe$ ex Commodities of this Kingdom, 1* 

inEfftdL the fame Thing; 

• ■ * ' * • ** ' . » 

Becaufe every Man (^ oofumoo Uddkr^ 
{landing know^, that whatever MoaeyJi 
Farmer]^ a Tradefinan, or a Merchant pfiyt 
for Taxes, it is and moft be repaid hl4l' lA 
the Pricot P^ the; Comnxxlities he dfcils iif^ 

or 
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fr .he ouQBO^ ^^jrf qa Tw4e : Aqd it i$ 
^iya^if0ttjhfi if StFarmier or a Tratbiimn is 
fo {)a3S ?ivc Pp(M>4$ » Year for Taxes, it 
9)ictet8 Apt wJK^er it be for ik^//, SaUt 
f^f^fyftt ^« cs ^ i6/j ^9«y^s asia either 
^;;i(^.hemtt(b ^ nwKatd that Money in the 

'A podf Farmer, or a poor Tradcfinan, 
wJ^..90W' \Ay!i!Tbre(: founds 'PifUefi Skil' 
iffif^a X'uur ^r Taxes of all K4ods, mig};lir 
D^the j&t«M iS»^ for ooe Qena»l Tstit 
i^p9^^|(is .Ho^^e, in Lieu ojf.his ipcfkoi, 
T^EiP^ ^ ^ would be abki to fell hi» 
CMfJifpd{tfet or fi44ffmf»^ure$ t^ iIml. &nM 
l^j^cg« ^he np^ ^Us them }■ b$itt 14 i9dca4 
pCiP^y^og 0*^7: jCs ? 15 J o hc" was. to 
pay Sjvpt, Pounds ^ea Shillings O'Tfiar for % 
(^eial Tax>upf^ hi» HoiM*e» [the Price* of 
t|b«^ Cfn[^^iti§¥;pr MaoufajftiH^- fqW by 
him maft be ib piMfch raifed,,. as to rf pt^ the 
farther Tax of Three Pounds Fifteen Sbil" 
lings, with which th^ wldced Frc^eSor 
would have him loaded. 

Apd if the Taf^ of all the Farmers^ 

Tiadeimen ^d J^ferchapts of this. Kin^ 

doxxi| wer^ to bsinoreafed ip the iame Pro^ 

Q^ portion. 
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portion, the I^rices of'theCdmmocHtiesand' 
Mimufadures fold by>them muft be raifed^ 
fo as to repay that Iricrea&' iii theb^ Tastes ; 
For they are, in RcaKty, F^^ri between die 
Landholders and Confumm of Comokoditks^i 
and every Man knows, ^that a FdlStOn^maA 
be paid CommiJJion for the Gcbds' he Idiis; 
over and above all Taxes or other Charg<;s. 

« 80 that whatever Taxes "am Mdt)p6nlJ^ef 
Fisumers^ I^radefmen and Menchants of thil 
Kingdom, be the Manner of afleffing them: 
what it nSay, fuch Taies Will ukiinWeljr 
fall upon* 6ur own Commodities and Ma<^ 
rtufka^lres, feid in the Naturtfbf Things it' 
cannot be^ bthefwife: for thfe Motive to 
^radeitGdirfy and 'no Mkn in His Setife' 
vi^onld carry on Trade of any Kind to Idfe? 
byit, unlefs^he^iid it'iipon fdme ilipeffor 
Mdtiv'e,- fnch a^ relieving the-Poor itt Tifnes 
of Scarcity;^^Mr eftablilhing Tome Manure- 
tdry for thefeood of his Country, &c, aiid' 
then iiWCbdnty or PiArioti/mi 

Thefe Truths are fo plain, that there Is 
fearcely a Farmer or aTFaldefinatt who wotHd 
not be convinced of them, arid hoTT tf^ey^ 
x:otild flip out of the MWnories -of&vihV' 

^ I' Perfons 
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Perfens who have latdy ad^^9 this : 
4s.t<i me « Myftcry j bot'fo' ft fcems to'bfe; 
for they- woiUd have all iUi MlkSv^His 
to be raifc* noktntt the Teari'Tmd' by 'd fJw 
upon IRiifiSi againft whidi they'can find no 
materiid 0\^6datvij^ hxk chat; of lefieniAg'tib^ 
Power of the Miniftry; » • •• 

t^-Si) fixaiigdia Want of Judgment in Men 
frj^oteiin.'ldier. Refpeds^enfiUe, ievtrj^ 
e]^$«fyMt3r; anelrk^sK^jtfaai! People AXifalf 
40 i}< Qftjilgb Jaq»fitd:iq)Qn 3^ Appearances^ 
^Cifiil«i,tbiiik of pflSefing-Schimes to the gfttfd 
^i«QViAci|.:3f lithe NftticHi;Jfor .thofe .PerlnUf 
aw^ h«rei f^uiyl c»t, ^tadoptkig thii' 
P^cje(3itW^;riPthing le&:than flaking theip 
weak Opinions againft the Wifiiom of eyeiyt 
Parliament that hath been in England ever 
^»f» .4^ 9Ai8^ f^^i^S EJiiuurd theThifd. 

And they m\g|it have dlfcpyered, that this 
rntt^atjqr xaijing all the Public Supfities 
fy a Tax upon HoufeSy was a Projeft to taIco> 
oflf all the Duties on FRENCH and other 
foreign Commodities, and to- jay them upon 
Breadt Cixefe^ Butter^ Milk,, Beef, Muttott,-, 
Pork, Eag^Oi moilen doth-andBntKhJU^. 
nerts^ tXfC: --, 'Certainly, when thofeWritea 

come 



9B^^ ij^sqeXif ofwh^ #y |»v« doo^ 

^^jicjing" th^ Wifdom jth^ti oo^er Ptovir 
^leqce, ^$ imde tht$ Kiagdpfa rich iod 
^pefrfiil, they will bum dwrScterijei witli 
piiaibes, fuid n^yor agpin cvin&pdt ify pre- 
iiimptuous a Piece of Folly. ' . 

r >I did intend tDlluyo^aitldub^y Rioted 
^ 4ac i^uinoaslOon&qaenoes 0^ fhi$>Pr(^ed 
intngvil to oiitx>miIGc«nae4i|iMi{tod iVi(^ 
9tc&€ktti«s, buti:fiii^.iit;c|mc|i^ DAcftP^ 
iiy. H&er whatLbs^ iudj .and diercifotd 
jM ist pre&nt «h^3k infivt aiv>filxtra<^ fron^ 
93k -^itifii ..Mercbma^ ^tfaftc-I apf>rehefKf 
liitt.lw very iktsfaidory > lA this^^fi^e^ t^ 
i^wjcReadere. . ■ - f 

■jiV. , . • i.: ■•.. ■* «... ..;•..• 1 

,L*' An.«IieNMiom 8f £«i>-^^fi«iii to^t^ive^ 
"who (hdll out>wit one ^nqther in point of 
•* Trade j and they concut in this MAXli^ 
*< 9*tf/ <i6? /f/J /i6<y cmfme <f fire^je 0Sm^ 
** moditiesi the better it is fo^ them. " '^ 



" ".Thei>»/<?/5, to obviate too great a €'o«>' 

'^Tumption of foreijgnGoodfahidngfttheni^ 

' " make ufe of Excifes; and' they have for 

*'■' ' - ' "'- *^that 
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*f that Reafon laid a v^ry h^h Exdfe upon 

'fFrMf* 'Wines. .■-■.: ::f 

• " The^ JSJ^^fl&Radil^ to J3rfevem ftljyDtr- 
•' ties bii ImjioAactJons, Ddties 6n Cbnfmhpi 
•* tions,/Td8s'froat tin6 ;i*rovinoe Inito attds 
•«tHer, bf iiriaVifititions, Reftraintsaii^ 
<• ProhaStibrts, and by thfc Example of tM 
"Coortih wearing their omjMattufadtaircs. 

, *'.rbej^eiufitufh^ing. HIQH DWfES 

*^ onJomgnCrMds^ " "• . . 

. . r . \ .. . -' 

^- *' Wc have of late Vears J&vcd a great 
'^',.dcal of Money, by ^ayii^ higb jitaia 
^ upon Jireign Commodities i , which. Iwtli 
*^ not only mhdered thew' too great Codn 
** famption among us, bqt hath had tUs 
MffM-E^/ttls&fesi OMft'it haa.^»en 
V Enco!jmg8we|itt6th«i fettling, imprw^n^ 
".^.pctfci^jng many uG^tAManu/a^unl 
%.VfiGrtatMr^in. SoLitljatiWe .moft^b^ 
out of oprSenfes^ if .VfPfpfrmit thei^«wi§ 
to import their ManuffajQfresltoithe t'vU. 
**judice and Deftrudtion of our* own." 
Voh I. Pages 16 Slid it. 
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This excellent Book was.wrote by feyq^l 
eminent Merchants and other Ingenious 
Mcn» to (hew the faihotiS Coofe^iiences 
vrh^ch woald have attended lowering tho 
Duties on French Commodities and Manu^* 
feuftures imported iqto Great Briton, putw 
inant to a Treaty of Commerce concluded 
with France in the Year 1713, and it pro- 
duced the defired Effed. 

FoMheHiGH DUTIES fo wifeljj 
laid on French Commodities in the Reign of 
King triiliam^ have ever fince been c6qti- 
ntred: And onder the Proteftiori of thofq 
Duties our Manufeduries of Silk^Lineq^ 
^. -were fct up , and have ever fince flou- 
fiSied; "\^ , 

; The Remainder of this Prqjed will iooo 
l)e laid opeb, that it trAy never be in the 
Power of Ill'WiJh&s to the l^ade ondFro^ 
Jperity cf Great Britain, ta ithpofe upbn 
People, and make tbiem uneafyby any dark!. 
I>c%n of this Kind. 
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